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28th August 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

Update to Mobile Phone Policy – September 2026
I am writing to inform you of an important update to our school’s Mobile Phone Policy, which will take effect from September 2026.
Following changes introduced by the Government through the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026, and updated Department for Education guidance, schools are now required to have regard to statutory guidance concerning the use of mobile phones and other personal communication devices in school.
The Government’s expectation is clear that schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default throughout the school day. This includes lessons, movement between lessons, breaktimes and lunchtimes.
Therefore, from September, our expectation will be:
· Mobile phones must be switched off and kept out of sight for the entirety of the school day.
· This expectation will also apply to other personal communication devices where appropriate, including smart watches and similar devices.
· Students will not be permitted to use their mobile phone during break or lunchtime.
· If a student needs to contact home during the school day, this can only be done through the school office.
· Likewise, if parents need to contact their child urgently, please contact the school directly rather than messaging or calling their mobile phone.
· Reasonable exceptions for electronic devices used to manage medical needs (e.g. diabetes) will be considered in line with government guidance. These cannot be negotiated unless in circumstances covered within the statutory provisions.
We recognise that mobile phones are an important part of everyday life and that many parents want their child to carry a phone for their journey to and from school. Students may therefore bring a phone to school; however, once they arrive on the school site it must be switched off, put away and remain unused until the end of the school day and they leave the school site.
Any student who uses or has their phone visible during the school day will be dealt with in accordance with the school’s Behaviour Policy.
To ensure that the policy is applied consistently across the school, the following consequences will be introduced:
1st Offence
· The mobile phone will be confiscated immediately.
· The student will be placed in Refocus.
· The phone will not be returned to the student and must be collected from Reception by a parent/carer.
2nd Offence
· The mobile phone will be confiscated immediately.
· The student will receive a fixed-term suspension in line with the school’s Behaviour Policy.
· The phone must again be collected from Reception by a parent/carer.
Repeated Offences
Where a student continues to breach the Mobile Phone Policy, they will be required to hand their mobile phone to the Pastoral Team at the beginning of every school day.
To achieve a successful mobile phone-free environment expectations must be clear, consistently applied and supported by students, staff and parents/carers.
The purpose of this change is not simply about removing phones. It is about providing our students with an environment in which they can focus on their learning, interact positively with their peers and staff, and enjoy their school day without the distraction and pressures that mobile phones and social media can create.
We appreciate that this may require an adjustment for some students. We will be speaking to all students at the beginning of the new academic year so that the expectations and consequences are completely clear.
We ask for your full support in reinforcing these expectations at home. A consistent approach between school and parents will be essential in making the updated policy successful.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support in helping us provide a safe, focused and positive learning environment for all our students.

Yours sincerely
Claire Pattemore
Associate Assistant Head for Behaviour & Attitudes
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