
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject: History 
 

CURRICULUM INTENT 

The History Department aims to provide students with a challenging and interesting curriculum that enables them to be 
aspirational. It is the intent of the History department to generate a love of learning that will lead students to open their 
eyes to the world around then both locally nationally and internationally. This will be through studies of the local area, 
nation as a whole or indeed a wider world study. Through this we will ensure that students develop a wide range of skills, 
language, knowledge and understanding that will ensure they are able to aspire and be successful in the wider world post 
16.  
  
The intent of the History Department is that every student will:  
  

• Be able to read a wide range of texts and sources to be able to make useful inferences about past events.  They will be 
able to question validity and bias.  
• Be able to produce well written responses that have a logical structure and outcomes. 
• Be able to verbalise their ideas in a coherent manner using knowledge to aid an argument  
• Be able to understand the power and importance of language in forming written or verbal arguments  
• Be able to understand second order concepts and how to use them in a historical context  
• Be able to examine the importance of historical events in a modern context  
• Be able to work in groups and teams to help enhance everyone’s learning  
• Be able to learn in a safe environment where they feel confident and able to share their thoughts and ideas  
• Be able to follow British Values to ensure pupils are well rounded citizens.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
In developing the curriculum, the History Department is intending:   
  

• To provide a challenging curriculum that allows all students to thrive  
• To raise standards of attainment  
• To build on the education the students have already received  
• To prepare students for live after they have left school  
• To expose students to cultural capital opportunities  
• To provide enriching experiences both within school and the outside setting  
• To provide a varied curriculum which provides a broad historical experience  
• To understand recurring themes throughout the course of history  
• To foster a passion for learning that stays with them for life.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION 
The History curriculum has been designed to give the students a broad overview of History with a primary focus on Europe 
and the USA whist also being able to understand the links between events and themes throughout history so that it can be 
clearly understood that historical events do not happen in isolation to each other. This is the aim throughout every year 
group:  
  
YEAR 7   
This year group will start with a focus on an introduction to history skills and chronology building on some of the gaining 
knowledge from primary schools to enhance their skills as a historian. Medieval and early Renaissance History where an 
understanding as to the impact the Normans had on life in England can be clearly seen through the study of the Norman 
invasion and impact of the relationships between Norman and Plantagenet kings had with the Church. Medieval life is 
further examined through examining the impact of the Black Death in the short term and long term with Peasants’ Revolt of 
1381. The importance of the Church is then further examined at the end of Year 7 with an examination of the 
Reformation. This will lead on to the Tudor period looking at the important relationship of the Monarch and religion 
comparing and contracting what has happened before in history and the huge impact it has going forward. The concept of 
“Golden age” will be introduced as well as England’s relationship with the Spanish. The year will be completed with a case 
study focusing on the History of Bagdad ensuring pupils have a clear grasp of how other societies were developing at the 
time. A clear focus on British Values with develop throughout this year. This year will include a visit to a local historical site.  
  
YEAR 8  
Year 8 will continue their studies looking at The Stuart period beginning with the Conspiracy theory surrounding the Gin 
powder plot. This will then lead to the relationship between King and Parliament and through a detailed study of the 
aftermath. This will lead on to the relationship between King and religion leading to the installation of William and Anne. 
Year 8 will continue with a unit “Clash of American Cultures” looking at Native American Civilisation this will help the 



 
 
 
 
 

building blocks for the later unit America 1780-1900. Year 8 will be completed with a focus on The French Revolution 
looking at how similar events play out differently in different counties.  
YEAR 9  
The Year 9 students focus is around social and political developments in the eighteenth to twentieth century. We will start 
by focusing on The Industrial revolution understanding political, social and economic changes. A trip to Big Pitt will enhance 
the work.  The students start by examining the causes of World War One, linking this to the context of imperialism. students 
then move back to the events of WWI itself and focus on the actions played by the Suffragettes and the impact this had on 
their right to vote. The students end this unit by examining the end of WWI and the Treaty of Versailles.   This will then focus 
on topic studied focuses on World War Two and the Holocaust. The WWII unit begins by examining the rise of Hitler – 
linking in the economic depression which occurred due to the Wall Street Crash The units moves on to a study of the causes, 
events and end of the Second World War and how these events created an atmosphere which allowed the Holocaust to 
take place. The year will be completed looking at key historical events post 1945.  
 
Students will have a trip to The Houses of Parliament and London Dungeons. They will also have the opportunity to visit the 
Battle fields in France and Belgium or a 6 day cultural trip to Berlin.  
 
During these years the students:  

• Form links between a variety of themes i.e. religions impact on history or the effect of people protesting  
• The examination of key events and people allows students to understand the importance of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs  
• Using both their own knowledge and historical evidence based around particular topics to create arguments and 
judgements to reflect the student views  
• Gain a real love of studying the past and to understand the impact history has had on modern life  

 



 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 10 & 11  
The OCR B exam board is used and studies the following topics:  
Crime and Punishment 1250- Present  
Norman Conquest 
Living Under Nazi Rule 
Making of America 1789-1900 
Local Study- Stasi Prison in East Berlin  
  
The History Department has chosen these topics as they allow the students to study a broad and diverse History of both 
Great Britain and the wider world. These topics also have numerous natural links which allows the students to examine the 
consequences of particular events such as the aftermath of world war 2. This style of curriculum means that not only can 
students make links between topics easier, but also that the students have extra opportunity to revise the different topics 
and test the skills they are learning with a wide variety of frequently changing content. The teaching of these units also 
allows the students to make clear links to the skills and knowledge that they have already learnt during KS3.  
  
Students who continue their study on to GCSE:  
  

• Gain a detailed understanding as to why, how and the impact historical events have had in both the short and long 
term  
• Develop the skills to exceed the expectations the students have on themselves  
• Examine a variety of different questions and discuss how best to address what is being asked by the exam board  
• Assess the value of historical evidence by applying the knowledge they have learnt  
 

Students will have the opportunity to visit Berlin, The Imperial War Museum Holocaust Exhibition and Shepton Mallet Prison  



 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPACT 
The impact will be: 
 
Within the History Department, we aim to ensure that the students are making continued and accelerated progress 
throughout their five years at King Arthur’s. This is focused around developing the student’s ability to recall knowledge and 
apply this successfully in a variety of ways. This is regularly checked by adhering to the assessment policy and centrally 
recording key assessments so all teachers are aware of the achievements of their classes in the wider context of the year 
group and not just in isolation. The students receive detailed feedback on all summative assessments and clear direction on 
formative work completed inside and outside of lessons, this provides the tools for the students to use the skills more 
effectively in the future; the method of feedback provided is frequently changing to better allow the students to understand 
their strengths and areas for development. In our developing of the student’s historical understanding and ability to use 
this knowledge we have also garnered a love of learning which is seen with the eagerness with which the students arrive to 
lessons and their desire to continue their learning outside of the classroom.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


