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            4th  June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
In our continued dedication to providing high quality learning experiences whilst students study at home, 
we are delighted to provide two new online teaching services. 
 
In the coming weeks, some teachers may guide students to the relevant resources and lessons within the 
Oak National Academy; an online classroom and resource hub created specifically to support learning 
during lockdown. Students do not need a login for this site and can access it from any device.  If your 
child’s teacher wants them to engage with any of Oak’s resources, they will provide links via Google 
Classroom with very clear instructions on which lessons to access. 
 
In addition, King Arthur’s have invested in a new on-line platform: GCSEPod. This is an award-winning 
provider of digital content and revision. As a subscriber, your child has access to GCSEPod’s library of over 
6,000 ‘Pods,’ 3-5 minute videos designed to deliver knowledge in short bursts. Every Pod is mapped to the 
correct exam board, and contains all the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and annotated diagrams that 
your child needs for GCSE success. These are all neatly organised into topics and exam playlists.   
 
Teachers will start to set your child work on GCSEPod in the coming weeks, to complement and add to the 
work being set in Google Classrooms.  This may take the form of assignments, which students can access 
and complete via the GCSEPod platform, or teachers may recommend specific Pods for students to watch 
to continue their learning; revisit important ideas or pre-study an upcoming topic.  
 
GCSEPod also identifies knowledge gaps and automatically sends playlists to your child to help them 
strengthen their knowledge.  After completing any assignments set on GCSEPod, your child will get a 
personalised “Boost Playlist” of Pods relevant to their identified areas of weakness. We strongly suggest 
you encourage your child to review these playlists regularly, as this will enhance their ability to make rapid 
progress.  
 
Your child has already been registered with GCSEPod, so all they need to do is activate their account by 
following the instructions below. They have also received instructions on how to do this via Google 
Classroom. 
 
Go to www.gcsepod.com and click “Login” in the top right-hand corner 
1) Click “New here?  Get started.” 
2) Select “Student” 
3) Enter your child’s name, date of birth and the school name. 
4) Create a username, password, and a password hint to help them remember the password. 
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Students have been set an initial task to complete through their Year Group Google Classroom.  This asks 
them to watch a Pod on ‘Training your Attention’ and answer a short quiz to check their understanding.  
They should then e-mail their score to their tutor; this will enable us to identify which students have been 
able to successfully use GCSE Pod.  Please encourage your child to complete this short task. 
 
In order to access this task and instructions for completing it, they will first need to join their Year group 
classroom in Google Classroom. They can do this by clicking on ‘join class’ in the top right-hand corner and 
entering the following code: 
 
Year 9:    luyzmm3 
Year 10:   lzs44y6 
 
For more ways to support your child using GCSEPod, please visit www.gcsepod.com/parents where you will 
find lots more information and resources.  You may wish to sign up to one of their parent webinars, which 
fully explain how your child can use the resource and how you can best support them, also allowing you to 
pose any questions you may have. You can sign up to a free webinar at https://www.gcsepod.com/news-
gcse-learning-revision/podup-presents-webinars/ 
 
If you have any questions regarding GCSEPod please contact me at kim.mason@kingarthurs.org.uk or 
message support@gcsepod.com. 
 

We thank you for your continued effort in supporting your child to learn effectively from home. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mrs Kim Mason 
Assistant Head – Learning and Teaching 
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