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          26th May 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students of Year 10, 
 
Following many hours of planning since the announcement of Government on 10th May that schools in England 
would reopen to more year groups of pupils before September, I write to confirm our intention for some “face to 
face support” for our Year 10s.  
 
After the update of this message, given by the Prime Minister on Sunday 24th May, it was clear that Year 10 students 
should be able to return to school for some support, in addition to that which we are already providing. This has 
been deemed appropriate to start, no earlier than 15th June. As we had already planned for a start point of 8th June, 
we are pleased to have a further week to ensure we can monitor the national picture and reflect this in our plans. 
 
Firstly, let me say that we are very pleased to have the opportunity to welcome back a wider circle of students and 
will look forward to their return. I would, however, like to be clear about what our plan for this is and share the 
timescales around this being actioned.  
 
As confirmed by Government, our provision will only be extended to Year 10 if all 5 of the set safety checks are 
satisfied at a national level. At this point, and only at this point, will our provision of some further support for 
students be available. I would also like to be very clear that school for Year 10s will not return to normal from 15th 
June. Our provision will be about identifying individual opportunites to support our young people to ensure they can 
continue to make progress, in preparation for their exams next summer. They will receive academic tutoring and 
support to help them continue their education in the independent fashion under which they are currently operating.  
 
We have created a very clear plan for our students and staff, which is in line with the guidance issued by the 
Department for Education. We plan to operate for a fifth of the year group each day and we will allocate which 
students will attend on each day. This means that we hope to secure four “face to face support” sessions for each 
Year 10 student, before the summer holidays begin. Our students will work in pods of no more than 8 students, 
working with the same teacher for their allocated day. They will not be able to move between pods or classroom 
spaces and will have different breaks, start and finish times to the other pods of students. They will need to bring 
their own lunch and ideally, be transported to and from school. Students will be finishing (depending on their 
staggered start) between 12.45 and 1.15pm. 
 
As you can imagine, we have worked tirelessly to ensure that our plan improves upon the education that we are 
currently able to offer our Year 10s, that all of our staff and students are not put at greater risk than they are at 
present, and that we are able to continue to provide an education for the children of key workers, our vulnerable 
students and all students studying at home – as we have throughout the pandemic. 
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Once we return to school, I will write with a more detailed set of information about how we have planned for our 
Year 10 provision to work. I will also write to confirm the risk assessment that has taken place, share our plans and 
actions to convey how our school has prepared, and explain when your child will be able to attend. We will assign 
one day a week to your child and this will be the only day on which they will be allowed into school. Whilst this 
sounds abrupt, I am sure you will understand that we need to be extremely clear at this time. We cannot and will not 
take any unnecessary risks for anyone in our school community, their wider families and our community as a whole. 
Everything we have planned has meticulously taken into account minimising infection control and I simply wish to be 
clear about what we can offer at this time. 
 
Please let me thank you for the speedy responses you gave when asked to complete a straw poll survey about your 
child attending any further provision; this aided our planning greatly. I would also like to thank you in advance for 
your understanding about how we set up our offer of further support of Year 10. We will make sure that our 
groupings for students best enable them to make use of their time in school; they will not be about friendship 
groups. I thank you in advance for supporting this message with your child. 
 
I will write once again after the half term break, with further details. For now, please stay safe and well knowing that 
we are all thinking of you, and looking forward to seeing you in the near future. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mrs Jen Jacklin 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


