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          18th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

First and foremost, I would like to welcome you to King Arthur’s School and let you know that we are very 

excited your child will be joining us in September! We are so pleased that you and your child will be part of 

King Arthur’s School and its wider community.  

As many of you already have children studying with us, we are sure you ‘know the ropes’; for those parents 

and children who are new to our school, we are committed to welcoming you and ensuring we get to know 

each other, in support of your child. In both instances, we have the same goal of providing the best 

education for your child, throughout their time with us. It is great that so many of the students who will 

join us this September have already been involved with King Arthur’s activities. This might have been 

through our sports events, our science days, our ‘Be The Boss’ day or any one of the various community 

projects or clubs in which we are involved. During this unprecedented time and under the restrictions we 

currently face, our awareness of your prior knowledge of our school is a comfort.  

Whilst it is unexpected to write to you about an altered plan for our transition and induction events this 

year, I want to reassure you that we are adapting the journey to King Arthur’s to ensure your child has all 

the information they need and an opportunity to find out all they need to know before they arrive.  

Having met all the year 6 students, when Mrs. Jacklin (Head of King Arthur’s) and I had the pleasure of 

visiting the primary schools in the autumn term, I am more excited than ever to get started on our 

induction process. Our transition to secondary school starts back in year 4, when we begin to work with 

our local primary schools to offer opportunities for students to attend events and become familiar with the 

School. The induction part of the process is the point at which transition gets very exciting for us. Now we 

know who will join us in September, we can look forward to meeting all our soon to be Year 7’s through 

the coming summer months. Typically, I would be visiting primary schools at this time, meeting many 

animated and curious Year 6s. This would be accompanied by in depth discussions with their teachers to 

gain a better understanding of every student. Whilst I am sad that this is not possible at this time and my 

wish is that you and your families are safe and well, I am pleased to report that many of our normal plans 

will take place, albeit in an altered fashion.  
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Transition to secondary school is one of the biggest and most significant changes in a child's life, which is 

why at King Arthur’s we place the utmost importance on getting it right; thus ensuring that all of our new 

Year 7 students are happy, motivated and primed to be ‘the best that they can be’.  This year’s transition 

journey will need to be different to any other but we are determined to ensure we offer the best, most 

meaningful transition that we can in these circumstances. As we are unsure what will happen in the longer 

term with regard to schools reopening, we are very keen to let you know the plans we have put in place to 

support your child. To this end, please see below for the working plan for Transition 2020:  

Currently, the following is already in action:  

 You are receiving our Welcome Letter now and our Student Information Forms will be with shortly. 

Please return these directly to the school as soon as you can. 

 All of our Primary Schools have received transfer forms for the children coming to King Arthur’s and 

will be busy completing the information we have requested. 

 Year 6 staff will send back these completed transfer forms to King Arthur’s, in order that we can 

prepare for your child in the best way. 

 I have been speaking with all year 6 teachers about each child joining us in September to make sure 

we know all that we need to support your child to success. 

 We are enacting our action plan, which has been created so we can remotely support Year 6 

students during the induction process and transition to secondary school. We are also keen to assist 

our primary colleagues at this difficult time.  

 

We will collate all information provided in the transfer forms about our new year 7s (currently being filled 

out by your lovely Year 6 teachers) and I will then hold discussions via phone with year 6 staff. I will use this 

information, and along with our pastoral team, create bespoke tutor groups and provision planning for 

September. In addition, the teacher assessment data that Year 6 teachers provide will play a large part in 

helping us structure the makeup of our class groupings for September.  

We absolutely appreciate how unsettling this time must be for Year 6 students. With the possibility of not 

going back to their primary school, saying a temporary goodbye to friends and all the preparation they 

have done for their SATS, which will now not take place. As a result, we are aiming to put together a 

‘Remote Transition Package’ for Year 6 students that will support students and Year 6 staff.  

Our aims are:  

 To increase awareness and develop understanding of the core King Arthur’s Vision and Values  

 To give a friendly and warm welcome to King Arthur’s School 

 To promote positive mental wellbeing in these unique times  

 To support students with typical ‘worries’ about starting secondary school  
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The following action points are what we will deliver to all Year 6s during the induction phase of our 

transition programme: 

 

1. In consultation with your child’s year 6 teacher, we are putting together an introduction to each 

subject at King Arthur’s and setting activities for them to complete and bring with them.  

2. To provide engaging and challenging transition summer learning projects. These activities are 

designed to keep the brain active and to prepare students for Year 7 learning.  

3. Wellbeing activities to help promote positive mental health and relaxation. 

4. Virtual 360⁰ tour of key areas of the school. 

5. Video of people involved in your son/daughter’s transition, including their new Year 7 tutor.  

6. A transition booklet about our school (written by previous year 7s to include the child’s 

perspective), including our all-important map! 

7. A year 8 Buddy will be allocated to each student when they start. 

8. A letter explaining what will happen for year 7 on their first day in September. We aim to have two 

induction days for just year 7 students in September to ensure they feel as prepared as possible. 

More information about this will follow and will only be conducted in line with government 

guidance about managing the coronavirus. 

 

All of the above will be available as documents in the following ways:  

Downloadable from the King Arthur’s website, under Admissions/Transition. This can be found via the link 
here: https://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/transition/ 

 The section is entitled Admissions -Year 7 September admission - Transition to Secondary School  

 Resources will be emailed to all Year 6 parents, using the contact details we have received. During 

this time, you are likely to receive more correspondence via email; as a result, please check your 

email on a semi-regular basis. 

 If possible, documents will be posted to Year 6 Parents. We expect the Remote Transition Package 

to be available for Year 6 in June.  More information will follow with exact dates and timings. You 

will be able to email your child’s work for us to showcase on our website, to celebrate what the 

students are doing. The email address for this will be communicated at the same time the work is 

sent out.  

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU:  

 Please fill out your data collection sheets when you receive them. This is so we have all the relevant 

information about your child to be entered in our school systems ready for September. In so doing, 

we can ensure that we have catered for all their needs. 

 There are a small number of parents for whom we do not have an email address (provided by the 

Local Authority based on information you gave when applying for King Arthur’s). If you think this 

might be you, please get in touch via the transition email address below. We will be using these 

https://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/transition/
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email addresses to send out any further information and it is vital we can contact you in this way at 

this challenging time. 

 Ask your child if they have any questions about moving to King Arthur’s – what might they be 

worried about? What are they curious about? What would they like to know? These questions will 

help form a Q&A leaflet where the questions have not already been covered in the information 

booklet. Please email any questions to the transition email below. 

 

In the meantime, if you have immediate queries please contact us by emailing in the first instance. The 

email address for this is transition@kingarthurs.org.uk  

 

Whilst the induction part of our transition is not what we expected this year, we will do our utmost to 

make it as engaging and successful as possible for our young people. Please take care and look after 

yourselves and your family. Together, we will ensure our children have the very best start possible.  

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

Hayley Andrews  

Associate SLT in charge of Transition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:transition@kingarthurs.org.uk

