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          27th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I write to update you on some aspects of our provision. I hope that this letter finds you all well and managing the 
continuing lockdown situation.  
 
It was good to hear during yesterday’s government briefing that the Prime Minister is going to update us on his plan 
to re-open schools next week. Once he announces the details, I will update you on how this will work for King 
Arthur’s School. We need to understand the time frame and parameters he intends to set, in order that we can 
publish our own comprehensive plan of action. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Kim Mason, who will be our new Assistant Headteacher for 
Learning and Teaching. Kim joins us from Stanchester Academy and has a wealth of experience to offer. We are 
excited that she is joining our mission to provide the very best education locally and support our young people to the 
futures they deserve. I hope that you will have the opportunity to meet her in the near future. 
 
As this challenging time, we would love to hear your good news stories! Please do share any news of charity events 
that you are/have been taking part in, any support activities for our wonderful NHS, any interesting or exciting ways 
you have been managing lockdown and top tips for survival J. If you have anything you wish to share, please use 
the office@kingarthurs.org.uk email address. On our website you will find some lovely good news stories and also 
some notices of praise for the wonderful work our students our producing through their home study and with your 
support of their home schooling. 
 
For the parents of year 8 students, we are sad not to be able to conduct the parents evening as normal this year. In 
light of the unlikely ability to run this in the same way, even in the event of reopening, I would like to reassure you 
that we will still share your child’s latest progress and offer you the opportunity to discuss any concerns with staff. 
Whilst there will be an altered time frame for this, we will keep you updated on when to expect your child’s Progress 
Review and also further information about the follow up process.  
 
I would like to make sure that all year 9 students are reassured that news on option choices will be published during 
the first week of May. As I am sure you will appreciate, we have had a considerable amount of extra planning at this 
time and we apologise that your choices have not been confirmed sooner. The good news is that we have been 
planning how we can best support our learners when they do return; thus ensuring we minimise the loss of learning 
at a point so crucial to GCSE study commencing.  
 
During the week of 11th May, our year 10 students will be undertaking their PPEs. This online method of testing is a 
new and exciting opportunity to create some continuity and direction for our year 10 students. As stated in my 
previous letter to the parents and students of year 10, please do get in touch should you need any support. Mr 
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Chapman is leading the exam set up and can be reached via the office email or directly via 
gary.chapman@kingarthurs.org.uk . A considerable amount of preparation has and still is taking place to support our 
young people with this process. We are pleased to have been in touch with the year group by phone, letter and 
email to ensure they are clear about the purpose and process for this important opportunity.   
 
For our year 11 students, we have been pleased and relieved to share further information about how their summer 
GCSE grades will be awarded. We are still awaiting confirmation of the decision about how vocational qualifications 
will be awarded but believe that the consultation, which is currently underway and ends on 8th May, will require us 
to generate calculated grades.  
 
As with the last five weeks, as soon as we have any clarity about what has been decided and information that we can 
share, I will write again. As sent in my letter last week, I can confirm that our staff have been working on generating 
the calculated grades and rank order requested by the new examination system for this year. We are pleased that 
the results day will not be delayed, and we will of course inform you of the arrangements for this day when 
appropriate.  
 
Finally, for year 11, please do make the most of the resources sent in the last week’s letter and the information 
about the preparatory work your post 16 providers have organised for you. Mr Aaron Rigby, our careers advisor, has 
been busy keeping in touch with all year 11s and is still available, should you need further support. Please contact 
Miss Andrews in the first instance, you would require any assistance Hayley.andrews@kingarthurs.org.uk . 
 
Another part of the planning we have been undertaking at this time has been with regard to the transition for our 
new year 7 for September 2020. As our normal plan of action has been hindered and the programme of visits and 
activity days disrupted, we have been working on an alternative provision, designed to ensure a smooth transition 
for all the young people joining us next academic year. Once we know more about the schedule for reopening, we 
will be able to share our next steps in this regard. 
 
Please do remember that our website is full of helpful resources, points of contact and further places to access 
support, should you need any additional assistance at this time. We have been posting information for both 
students, parents and staff regularly and always ensure that this is reported through social media. Please do let us 
know if there is any further information/links to further support you do not have access to and think would be 
helpful. You can always contact me directly on jen.jacklin@kingarthurs.org.uk or for general queries, please use the 
office@kingarthurs.org.uk address. 
 
To offer some further support, please find below some additional links to support you as you manage your child at 
home and their online learning. Should you be concerned about anything to do with their online habits, actions or 
behaviour, please do note that there are many support options. Should you be concerned about any content they 
are viewing that is not appropriate, you can contact the following organisations for support. This information, along 
with our school guide for online learning, is available on our website. 
  
https://reportharmfulcontent.com 
 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/ 
 
https://www.childline.org.uk 
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Finally, as the lockdown extends into the sixth week, please know that we are here to support and will continue to 
call, write and offer our assistance to ensure we can more quickly get back our normal provision. The whole team at 
King Arthur’s wish you well and send our kindest regards at this time.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Jen Jacklin 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


