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 Celebrating Success  

  Message from Headteacher  

 

We recently praised our past students at their Awards 

Evening.  More than 200 guests, including parents, staff, 

governors and community representatives, watched Year 11 

students receive their GCSE, BTEC and OCR National 

certificates as well as individual awards, with a top accolade 

going to Will Blackmore.  He had outstanding exam results 

and is also a keen hockey player (see further article inside). 

Other individual awards went to, Matthew Whatmore for the 

Effort Award, Toby Creighton and  Samantha Lane for the 

academic progress awards.  Naomi Walters received the 

Community Award, given by Strode College.  Charlotte Thomson was presented 

with the Sporting Achievement Award, and Nichola Hutchings the Badminton 

Award.  Head of Year, Deryck Lemon, thanked his former year group for their 

support and congratulated them on their success.  James Hampton, Principal of 

Yeovil College, was the guest of honour.  He spoke about the opportunities the 

school had given students and referred to notable events from their final year, 

including the 50th anniversary celebrations.  He concluded by 

saying they were part of a population of young people who 

should use their knowledge and skills to change the world.   

At the end of the ceremony, Will Blackmore gave a vote of 
thanks to Mr Hampton and presented him with a gift from the 
school.   

 

Pictures kindly taken by John Baxter, Wincanton Window, 
www.wincantonwindow.co.uk  
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As the festive season gets underway let us not forget all that is important about Christmas; a 

time for giving and  a time for thinking about others and showing how much we care.  We are 

proud of Year 11 students who have raised money, through their own efforts, for the Senior 

Citizens Christmas Party they are hosting this week. 

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas 

Ms. T. Bradbury, Headteacher 



 

 

 Music at King Arthurôs 

Classical Music Concert - There was a small but discerning 
audience who turned up for an evening of classical music given 
by the very talented students in the school.  Alice Baker delighted 
the audience with a song from the Mozart Opera ñThe Marriage 
of Figaroò and Lorna Blackmore brilliantly performed her Vivaldi 
Violin Concerto with a little help from others.  It was the first ever 
performance given by the newly created String Quartet and there 

were also some very fine vocal performances by the Choir and a 
vocal quintet singing ñAve Verumò.  Possibly the most polished and 
accomplished performances ever given at King Arthurôs - Well 
done to all involved. 

Year 7 Concert - Congratulations to all Year 7 students who 
performed in the concert in October.   

It was a great evening and really 
showed their enthusiasm and 
commitment.  The mass sing along to 
Queenôs ñDonôt Stop Me Nowò was a 
great way to end the evening. 

Schools Prom Trip  - On Tuesday 10th November, 49 students and 4 adults ventured into 
London for a trip to see the Schools Prom at the Royal 
Albert Hall.  They began the day at the Science museum 
then walked along to Kensington High Street to buy 
their tea before arriving at the beautiful Royal Albert 
Hall.  The concert was fantastic, varied and showed 
young musicians from across the country at their best.  
All the students were inspired by the performances and 
Miss Fletcher has ordered the DVD of the event so she 
can show highlights to more students. 

Thank you to Miss Fletcher, Head of Music, for 
all her hard work this term.  

 
Young Chef Competition  

The final of KAôs Young Chef competition was a close event.  All 
students put in a huge amount of effort and skill.  The Judge  
(Will Blackmore, Sous Chef at The Green, in Sherborne)  was 
very impressed with the level of skill considering the age range of 
students.  Eight candidates took part in the final.  It was a very 
close competition.  The winner, Conner Rance, 9JH, made two 
dishes that reflected summer 
and winter.  His detailed 
knowledge impressed Will and 

clinched him the winning place.  Second place was a very 
difficult decision.  Will wanted to have a joint second place, 
but unfortunately the next national competition only allows 
two places.  Tobias Dando, finally took the runner up place 
because of his home made custard.  These two boys are now 
entered into the National Rotary competition that takes place 
in January 2010.  Well done to all candidates for their  efforts.  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robotics Challenge  

 

 

Children In Need  

  

 

On Thursday 19th November, the BBC 
hosted a concert at the Royal Albert Hall to 
raise money for Children In Need.  Famous 
celebrities sung their single songs, such as: 
Take That, Robbie Williams, Snow Patrol, Sir 
Paul McCartney, Lily Allen, Leona Lewis, 
Dame Shirley Bassey, Katherine Jenkins and 
Cheryl Cole and the host was Chris Moyles, 
who presents a radio show on Radio 1. 
 
King Arthurôs School also raised money for 
Children In Need, we donated £1 for charity 
and we wore our own clothes and we also 
had a cake sale.  The school raised over 
£620.  The school is very pleased to support 
this charity.  
 
by Ryan Darbyshire ðYear 11  

Christmas Carol Concert  

 

It was a cold, gloomy November morning when 8 students, an ICT teacher and a Systems Manager 
embarked on a journey to Bristol. A journey, it seems, that would take several quite dramatic twists and 
turns along the way. 
 
King Arthurôs had been represented at the South West Regional Robotics Challenge before but with 
mixed results. This year we attended with quite low expectations. 
 
The day consisted of a project presentation, which the students held together extremely well. There were 
then 3 x 2 ½ minute chances to complete as many preset missions as possible. Students spent the weeks 
leading up to the challenge day working on both programming 
the robot for the missions and completing the project.  
  
This yearôs challenge proved to be the hardest yet. Thankfully it 
seemed to prove to be equally as hard for everyone else. The first 
2 ½ minute run proved extremely successful for us and with half 
the teams completed, we were top of the leader board.  That 
proved somewhat short lived as a rival team posted a huge first 
run score and knocked us into second place. 
  
Only the top 6 teams progress into the quarter finals and by the 
time we had completed our 3 runs we had finished a credible 
fourth. The quarter finals proved equally as fruitful with us 
holding our position and scraping through to the semis. The semi 
finals arrived and we came 2nd , putting us ï for the first time 
ever ï into the final. However, the final opposition proved to be 
one hurdle too far. 
 
King Arthurs finished with the runners up award for the Robotics Challenge, but were delighted to 
discover we had been awarded first place in the teamwork category.  The students had worked incredibly 
hard this year as a cohesive team. They are a credit to the school. 

Team members - Kieran James, Mitch 

Stock, Ben Hawkins, Matthew 

England, Thomas Hole, James 

Harmer, Ryan Dyer and Ciro Vitiello  

Staff, students, parents and members of the 
community come together in Wincanton Parish 

Church for a Christmas Carol 
concert.  It was a memorable 
evening and Rev. Nigel Feaver 
pra ised students for  their 
performance and readings.   
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/


 

 

 
Sports College News  

Year 7 Hockey Match Report  

The King Arthurôs Year 7 hockey team got to the Area Finals after winning their group stage. The 
final was a triangular between Holyrood, The Gryphon and King Arthurôs.  The other two teams 
were used to playing on Astroturf so that put King Arthurôs at a disadvantage.  

King Arthurôs won their first match against Holyrood. Rebecca Fudge secured a one nil victory, 
scoring a break away goal. With excellent goal keeping by Alison Jeans, and strong defending by 
Julia Blackmore King Arthurôs were happy to take a win. 

So King Arthurôs met The Gryphon in the final. After a slow 
start and conceding an early goal King Arthurôs became more 
competitive and equalized, Emily Shylan scoring at the back 
post. King Arthurôs dominance paid off as Lauren Armson 
received a well timed pass and slotted it in to make the score 2
-1 to King Arthurôs. With one minute to go King Arthurôs 
conceded a heart breaking goal which brought the game to a 
draw. Although King Arthurôs did not lose a game throughout 
the group stage or finals competition they finished overall 
second place as The Gryphon had scored one more goal 
against Holyrood. The girls although disappointed held their 
heads high and were pleased with second place. ñPlayers of 
the tournament were Charlotte Fudge and Alison Jeansò said 
team Captain Betony Coleman.  

 

Year 9 Hockey Match Report  

The Year 9 girls hockey team approached the Area Finals confidently after easily winning their 
group. To progress to the finals, the girls had not lost against any team, including Sexeys, Huish 
and Whitstone. As the finals day arrived the girls remained excited. This bubble was soon burst 
as the instrumental and talented captain Holly Thomas became ill during the morning! To make 
matters worse, top goal scorer Zoe Furzey was also unable to play. 

Undeterred by being two key players down the girls 
headed off to Whitstone for the finals. Facing Bucklers 
Mead in the semi-final the girls made an excellent start. 
Competitive and hard working from the start King 
Arthurôs deservedly lead 1-0 at half time. Unfortunately 
the effort exerted in the first half took its toll, as 
Bucklers Mead had a better second half and scored 
three goals. Lauren Feast and Vicky Gilbert had their 
best games ever commanding the team and making 
many decisive last grasp tackles. Unfortunately the girls 
missed chances and had to settle for the 3rd/4th play 
off. 

 

Whitstone played King Arthurôs in the 3rd/4th match. 
King Arthur's depleted squad looked tired from the start 
and were only able to fend off the local rivals for half of 
the game. Despite the continued motivation and 

leadership from Connie Furlong and Poppy Skipper, Whitstone ran out winners. King Arthur's 
left with 4th place, but enjoyed the afternoon and know they gave 100% effort and deserved 
their place at the finals. 

Team members - Betony Colman, 

Julia Blackmore, Alison Jeans, 

Emily Shylan, Holly Austin, Katie 

G i t s ham ,  Lau re n  A r ms on , 

Charlotte Fudge, Rebecca Fudge.  

Team members - Poppy Skipper, Ella 

Brunton, Lauren Feast, Vicky Gilbert, 

Tilia Colman, Stacey Fowler, Chloe 

Penny, Katherine Rolls, Bobby Caines, 

Jemima Miah and Connie Furlong  



 

 

 
 More Sports College News  

KS3 Badminton Our KS3 boys badminton team went to the local area finals with great 

expectation and did not let themselves down.  They won the competition, comprehensively 

beating Sexeyôs 4-1, Whitstone 5-0 and Stanchester 3-2.  The team will now go onto the County 

finals in January.  Player of the tournament was Angus Illingworth, who captained the team in a 

mature manner.  The team consisted of - Angus Illingworth, Nick Brook, Callum 

Spence, Harry Coates and George Parry . 

 
 

Cross -Country     

At the local area cross-county the school 

acquitted themselves well against all the 

other schools from South Somerset.  On a 

very wet and muddy day, five students 

excelled to give themselves a chance to 

run again in the County trials, to see if 

they can represent Somerset at a national 

level.  These students are Jonathan Hill, Harry Walters, Lauren 

Armson, Joe Bridger and Jess Potter.  Well done to the whole team 

for their concerted efforts.  
 

 

Table Tennis  We entered four teams in the County Championships for the first time this year, 

and although only an emerging force at this game, the school acquitted themselves well.  A 

particular mention needs to go to the U16 boys team - Callan Page, Ashley Merritt, John 

OôRourke and Josh Dare-Cullen  who only got beaten on  óround backô. 
 

  Comment Column  Junior Sports Leader  

Should Liverpool buy Eljero Elia?  - The 22 

year old only moved to Hamburg from TC Twente, 

in his homeland in an £8.5 million deal, in the 

summer.  But he has already been linked with a 

possible switch to the Premier League following a 

series of impressive displays for club and country.  

ñThere are a few English clubs sniffing around but 

he has only recently moved to Germany and is 

happy at Hamburg and playing wellò, says Eliaôs 

agent Klauss Vink.  There is big interest from 

Liverpool but there are no concrete offers, just 

rumours at the moment.  My 

opinion is that we should sign 

Eljero Elia because he is a great 

player and what Liverpool need! 

 by - Harry Baker, Year 11  

Ex-student Will Blackmore won an award 

whilst at King Arthurôs for establishing 

the schools first ever boys hockey team.  

He was then nominated by the school for 

the Somerset Junior Sports Leaders 

Award.  The award ceremony was to take 

place the same night as our own awards 

ceremony and Will had to decide which 

event to attend.  As our highest achiever 

for 2009, Will chose to attend the event at 

King Arthurôs.   
 

Mr Dwyer was proud to announce during 

the evening that Will had won the award 

and this was collected on his behalf by Mr 

Rob Treacher, the Schoolôs Partnership 

Development Manager. 

Lauren Armson and  
Alison Jeans  

Robert Doble, Charlie Young,  
Tyler Whitwell -Wall,   

Harry Walters and Joe Bridger  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://files.datawire.nl/uploads/o8901cyyFFFsz0gM9JcMRQ/bcFAw_5aakpLLiCDTWYdBQ/203-Elia.bmp.png&imgrefurl=http://edicionpes2009.blogspot.com/2008_12_30_archive.html&usg=__GG8aJHVXrmCd2NvFDijgXddJ4iE=&h=159&w=203&s


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifted and Talented in P.E.  

The following policies are available for parents to 
access via the school website: 
 
Anti -Bullying        Assessment Malpractice 
Exam Assessment          Attendance   
Acceptable Usage        Behaviour   
Child Protection        Community Cohesion  
Curriculum         Drugs    
EAL          Equal Opportunities   
E-Safety         Exclusion   
Gifted & Talented        Governor Visits   
Homework         Racial Equality    
Reasonable Force Policy Statement  
Review, Evaluation & Improvement  
Teaching & Learning   
Verification & Assessment  
 
Please contact the school if you are unable to 
access the Internet and require a hardcopy. 

 

 

Anti -Bullying Week  

  

 

Once again the school supported this 
annual event which is held across the 
country.  Assemblies, PSHE and 
competitions were given over to raising 
awareness of the impact bullying has on the 
victim.  The 
winners were: 
First prize - 
Danielle Wilson, 
Year 9, who won 
an i-Pod 
 

Second prize - 
Andrew Butt, 
Year 8, who won 
a £10 voucher  
 

Third prizeðEmily Taylor, Year 8, who won 
a £5 voucher. 
 

As part of the King Arthur's PE Gifted and Talented programme, Mr Elloway and Mrs Pattemore 
took 14 Year 9 and 10, students to Bath University on Friday 4th December. The King Arthurôs 
PE department has a three tiered pyramid  system for its G&T students in PE and sport.  Students 
can either be identified at the 'Potential, Talented or Elite  Level'. The 14 students from the 
middle talented tier were taken to Bath University so that they could receive  extra provision for 
their  transferable sporting skills. The secondary aim of the session was to provide the students 
with exposure to the delights of Bath University and itôs huge sports set up. The day started with 
a tour of the breathtaking facilities, highlights included the indoor jumps and throws area, where 
we saw Great Britainôs hottest sprinting prospect, Craig Pickering, warming up. 
Students learnt  about the human performance centre for physiological testing and monitoring. 
Finally we also saw the Olympic sized swimming pool, and Modern Pentathlon training suite.  
 

Later the students were put through their paces, quite literally by  the 
GB pole vaulter who delivered a session on speed and used light gates 
to monitor students improvements in sprint speed. The highlight of 
the day was training next to the England Netball Team, as they 
worked on the adjacent courts. Pete, the strength and conditioning 
coach for Team Bath University delivered the students favourite  G&T 
session. All (including  the teachers) learnt about correct posture and 
its effect on sports performance. Students learnt about core stability and how to analyse 
themselves and others, and how to improve this aspect of fitness. Everyone was then put through 

their paces with a gruelling core stability session working the 'gluteal 
muscles'! The teachers have never heard this group of KA top sports performers 
cry in so much agony! 
 

The day  concluded with a skills assessment, where Nathan Miller was talent 
spotted for his sprinting skills and told he could run sub 12 seconds if he adhered 
to a few technique adjustments by one of the coaches present.  A thoroughly 
enjoyable and successful day was had by all.  

School Policies  

http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Anti-Bullying%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Assessment%20Malpractice.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Attendance%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/AUP.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Behaviour%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Child%20Protection.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Community%20Cohesion%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Curriculum%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Drugs%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/EAL%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Equal%20Opportunities%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/e-Safety%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Exclusion.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Gifted%20and%20Talented%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Governor%20Visits.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/HOMEWORK.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Racial%20Equality%20Policy.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Reasonable%20Force%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Review%20Evaluation%20%20Improvement.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Teaching%20%20Learning.pdf
http://www.kingarthurs.org.uk/Content/Policies/New/Verification%20%20Assessment%20Policy.pdf


 

 

  

 

Thoughts about Christmas, Year 8 Literacy Group  

O Natal e Para selebrar 

em familia. Para Mim O 

Natal nao e natal se nao 

tiver com a Familia. No 

Natal o meu pai vem ca a 

inglatera mas a minha 

mae vai para a suisa. Eu 

gusto do natal porque eu 

brincar na neve. 

 
by Ricardo Alves  

A merry Christmas.  

I love Christmas because of the cold freezing 
snow. 
I love Christmas because everyone is really happy. 
I love Christmas because of the lots of ice. 
I love Christmas because of the burning open fire. 
I love Christmas because of the big fun presents. 
I love Christmas because it is a happy new year. 
I love Christmas because I get to play in the snow. 
I love Christmas because of the huge family 
dinner.  
by Jack Amor  

Swieta.  

Lubie swieta poniewaz 
kupujemy presenty. 
Czasami jest snieg. 
Dekorujemy dom kartkami 
swiatecznymi i ruznymi 
ozdobami. 
Jest zimno a ja nie lubie 
zimna. 
Poniewa sa wszyzcy 
szczesliwi. 
 
by Asie Jakubowa  

I love Chrismas.  

I love Christmas because of the exciting presents. 
I love Christmas because of the white snow. 
I love Christmas because of the scrumptious food. 
I love Christmas because of the meeting up with your families. 
I love Christmas because itôs so fantastic. 
I love Christmas because you feel full to the brim. 
I love Christmas because you can eat chocolate for breakfast. 

by Jamie Crow  

Christmas is the best, its fun when opening pre-

sents and giving. Seeing your family is the best 

time of the year.  

by Chris Bright  

About Christmas  
When it snows it is freezing on Christmas day. 
You can open your presents from your family and 
friends. You can play in the snow and make 
snowballs. 
by Alana Caswell  

The entries for the school Christmas card competition were all very good.  The winners of the 

competition were Beth Hawkins, 9SC and Holly Austin, 7JG.  Their designs were reproduced and 

used by the school to send to  various people who have contact with our school community. 
  

Christmas Card Competition  



 

 

 

 

FOKAS  

 

 

Dates for your Diary  

AUTUMN TERM ENDS 18 th  December    INSET DAY  4 th January     STUDENTS RETURN 5 th  January  

Yr11 Parentsô Evening    21st January 
FOKAS January Ball    22nd January 
Yr11 GCSE Catering Practicals between  1st ï 12th February (dates & times tbc) 
UK Maths Challenge (Yr9, Yr10 & Yr11)  4th February 
Progress Reports    10th February 
Yr9 Options & Parents Evening   11th February 
HALF -TERM      13th  ï 21st  February  
GCSE Science practicals ISA ï Yr11  1st March 
GCSE Maths Modules (lower sets)  2nd March 
GCSE Science Modules    3rd March 
Yr10 Parentsô Evening    4th March 
Music Recital Evening    11th March 
National Science Week    15th ï 19th March 
HPV Vaccinations (Yr8, Yr10 & Yr11)  16th March 
Yr7 Parentsô Evening    25th March 
INSET DAY      1st April  
SPRINT TERM ENDS    2nd   April  
TERM STARTS     19th  April  
UK Maths Challenge (Yr7 & Yr8)  29th April  
BANK HOLIDAY     3 rd  May  
GCSE Examinations begin   17th May 
Progress Reports    26th May 
Yr8 Parentsô Evening    27th May 
HALF-TERM     29th May ï 6th June 
Yr10 Examinations begin   18th June 
Sports Days     30th June/1st July (provisional)  
Sports Presentation Evening   1st July 
School Fete     2nd July  
Yr6 Induction Day & Evening    7th July 
Music Summer Concert    8th July  
Yr 10 Work Experience starts   12th July (2nd week optional) 
Yr5 Enrichment week    12th -  15th July   Yr5 Enrichment Evening  15th July 
CAS Week      21st  ï 23rd July  
TERM ENDS      23 rd   July  

The ball this year was a 
great success.  We are 
hoping that next yearôs 
is just as good, if not 
better!  Come and 
dance to live music 
from ó5th Avenueô, have 
a go at one of the 
casino tables or have a 
cocktail at the bar - of 
course shaken not 
stirred!! Donôt let the 
word óBallô put you off -  
come dressed in a Tux 
or long dress, or smart 
evening wear.  Contact 
reception for tickets.  

King Arthurôs Community School 
West Hill, Wincanton, BA9 9BX         Telephone 01963 32368 E-mail office@kingarthurs.org.uk  

 

 

Staff News  

At the end of this term we say goodbye to 
Miss Sarah Robertson, Art Teacher,  who is 
leaving to pursue other opportunities in the 
art field.   
 
Our new Art teacher is Mrs Anna Mesarova, 
who is currently working at Huish Episcopi 
School in Langport.  Mrs Mesarova is an 
experienced teacher of Art and Design and 
we look forward to welcoming her in 
January. 
 
We also look forward to the return of Mrs 
Vanden-Heede who has been ill recently.  
Thank you to Mr Biddle for covering her 
classes and ensuring minimal interruption 
to studentsô Science education. 

Diamonds are Forever  Ball  

Friday 22nd January 2010  

���‹�•�‰�����”�–�Š�—�”�ï�•�����…�Š�‘�‘�Ž 
Dancing to 5th Avenue  

Bar  
James Bond Theme 

Make sure this date 
is in your diary!  

mailto:office@kingarthurs.somerset.sch.uk

