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Welcome to our new style newsletter.  I hope that the articles will provide you with a picture of 

the range of activities that have taken place at the school this term. 

Ms T Bradbury, Headteacher  

Awards Assemblies   Young Chef Competition   

Students from Years 9, 10 and 

11 took part in the first round of 

the Rotary Club Young Chef 

competition.   The General 

Manager from Holbrook Hotel, 

Mr Darren McGinley judged 

the entries.  Tommy Lewis and 

Luke Nash were the winners.   

The Friends of King Arthurôs organised a Ball to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the school.  

The event was supported by parents, current and former staff and many other people who have a 

long association with the school.  It was a wonderful evening with dancing to live music by ó5th 

Avenueô.  Former student, Joe James, came to entertain us and gave 

a great performance of solo hits. 

This event raised £800.00.  This money goes towards helping 

support curriculum development or school projects.   If you would 

like to get involved with The Friends please contact Mrs Emma 

Harrison, secretary, at the school 

Golden Anniversary Ball  
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They went on to represent the school in the next round 

held at The Gryphon School,  Sherborne.  The competition 

was very close and they only 

missed out of going through to 

the next round by a couple of 

points.  Congratulations to 

Tommy and Luke and well 

done to all the other entrants. 

Award assemblies have been 

held for students in Years 7 and 

8.  Students were presented 

with certificates for a variety of 

achievements from 100% 

attendance to good work and 

effort in different subject areas.  



 

 

Yr 10 Oxford University Visit   

A group of Year 10 students recently enjoyed a visit  to Oxford University.  The day was part of 

the schoolôs programme for raising student aspirations about further education. 

Students were based at New College, one of the many colleges that make up Oxford University.  

The morning consisted of a presentation about aspects of university life.  The main point here 

was to show the difference in the teaching and learning of university education compared to 

secondary education.  At university there is much emphasis on individual learning and 

organisation.  There was a lot to learn and take in. 

The rest of the day included a tour of New College by second year students; students found this 

really useful as they were able to ask questions about what life and education at Oxford really 

meant to them.  A visit to Oxford Universityôs very own Natural History Museum followed and 

students ate lunch in the Medieval Canteen. 

All in all, students found the day was very insightful and enjoyable.  It offered a lot of 

information about further education and has given them a good basis from which to make 

decisions about what they want to do with their education in the future.  

By Chester Lewis, Year 10  

  

Intermediate Maths Challenge  

88 of our more able mathematicians in Years 9, 10 and 11 sat the 

University of Leeds Intermediate Maths Challenge in February.  Students 

with particularly high scores are awarded Bronze, Silver or Gold Awards:  

22 students achieved Bronze Awards;  8 students achieved Silver 

Awards: Michael Brook (Yr9), Christie Sims, Adam Switzer and Lucy 

Clark (Yr10), Aaron Javan, Stephen Flagg, Hannah McCarthy and Ashley 

Miller (Yr11); and  2 students achieved Gold Awards: Richard Kirby and 

Joe Morley (Yr10).  Joe, pictured here, was selected to take part in the 

European Kangaroo  on 19th March, competing with the best 

mathematics students in 25 other countries in Europe.  Well done Joe 

and good luck! 

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are due to take part in the Junior Maths 

Challenge at the end of April. 

Bugsy Malone was performed on 12th and 13th February 

to an audience sitting in the óSpeakeasyô.  Staff and 

students had been rehearsing since before Christmas to 

put on the production.  The cast sang and acted 

brilliantly, and despite a couple of Friday the thirteenth 

glitches, both performances went well. 

Bugsy Malone  

Alice Baker, Year 9 as Blousey  

 

Jessica Bridgwood, Year 7  



 

 

Winter comes to King Arthurôs  

World Maths Day   

Students from King Arthurôs took 
part in the óWorld Maths Dayô 
challenge.  Students competed with 
others from around the world and 
achieved over 100,000 correct 
solutions.  Eliott Stokes, Year 10, 
performed particularly well with over  
3,000 correct answers to Maths 
problems. 
 
Students who received certificates for 
their achievement were:  
Jared Brand, Isobelle Bristol, Emily  

Callard-Weller, Daniel Cromey, Thomas Crossley, Joshua Dare-Cullen, Marco Di-Marino, 
Thomas Flagg, Matthew Gilbert, Aaron Gray, Serafim Gunin, Shannon Knight, Daniel Lockey, 
Catherine Parker, Kara Poole, Luke Pugsley, Emily Shave and Eliott Stokes. 

Early in February snow came to 

Somerset, and the school closed.  

Mr Dolling, Site Manager and 

Mrs Davis, PA to SLT came in to 

answer the phones.   

Mr Thomson, Head of ICT,  

came in and took these 

wonderful pictures.  

Students can develop their Mathematical skills further using the following GCSE Maths Revision 
Websites :   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/maths/   www.mathswatch.com   

http://www.s -cool.co.uk/gcse/maths.html    http://www.mymaths.co.uk/  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/numbers/wholenumbers/  http://www.mathszone.co.uk/  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/maths/
http://www.mathswatch.com
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/maths.html
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/numbers/wholenumbers/
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/


 

 

 

JSLA Students   

 

On Friday 13th March - also Red Nose Day,  7 Year 

10 JSLA (Junior Sports Leadership Award) 

students ran a hugely successful Key Stage 2  Tag 

Rugby Festival  at Moore Lane. The Junior Sports 

Leaders joined by local Wincanton Rugby Club 

players - Justin French and Barry Taylor - lead 

numerous coaching drills for approximately 60 

primary school pupils during the morning.  

In the afternoon, the talented JSLA students then 

ran a league to find the Tag Rugby champions for 

all Primary Schools in the area. All games were 

officiated by King Arthurôs leaders, who were 

extremely confident and did an excellent job. The 

overall winners of the event were Horsington 

Primary School, with Milborne Port coming a close 

second.  

Year 7 Rugby  

A special mention should go to Dylan 
Hatton, Robbie Thurgood and 
Captain Nick Brook whose experience 
greatly helped. A special mention 
should go to speed demon Matt 
Weaving, and  Matt Howell and Matt 
Ley who have developed into good 
new players. 
 
Mr Elloway  
P.E. Department  

Year 10 Football   

Teachers present from the Primary schools 

commented on the professional job done by our  

students.  

These students were Ben Hamblin, Richard Kirby, 

Joe Bridger, Ashley Merritt, Chester Lewis, Sam 

Linley and Ashley Howell. Well done boys you are a 

credit to our School!  

Year 10 continued their dominance in 

the Gillingham 7 a sides - following last 

years success they won again this year 

against a very strong field of teams.   

Having won their group  matches  they 

then  met Gillingham 'A' team  in the 

semi finals beating them 2-0.  They 

then went on to play Shaftesbury Sports 

College in the final, following a keenly 

contested game King Arthurôs ran out 2-

0 winners with Harry Baker back to his 

old goal poaching form. Team Manager 

Dave  Dwyer says the team have had an 

excellent season winning the local 

league, finalists in the Area Cup and 

into the 5th round of the County and 

ESFA Cup. 

Rugby was brought back into the curriculum for Year 7 this year in PE, and what a success it 
has been! With only 6 weeks of Rugby lessons, and a good attendance at the after school club, 
run by Justin French and Barry Taylor from Wincanton Rugby Club, Year 7 boys made it 
through to the partnership final this month. King Arthurôs finished second in their pool after a 
big win against local rivals Whitstone 20 -15.  



 

 

Cross Country Success   

 

 

 

Dance  

The Wincanton Youth Group presented by TAKEART became a Group of 7; Rachael Starks, 

Billie Tyler, Donna Starks, Abi Best and Kirsty Hurlock from King Arthurôs Community School 

also accompanied by Jenny Messanger and Natasha Rae from Ansford.  Our Choreographer, 

Abi Brant, visited both schools and presented us with a workshop.  At the end of the workshop 

Abi informed us about the new Wincanton Youth Dance Group which is held at the Balsam 

Centre, we were invited to go along every Thursday evening 5-7 p.m. and Sunday afternoon 2-5 

p.m. 

Our dance piece was then performed at the Spring 

Forward Dance Event held at the Tacchi Morris Art 

Centre in Taunton on Monday 9th March.  Our 

dance piece which was based on Healthy Living was 

randomly named óLetôs eat an appleô.  The style of 

our dance was contemporary and the movements 

performed gave an abstract feeling. 

Performing alongside other colleges and schools 

around the area it was an excellent experience to be 

able to see and be involved in such an expressive event.  It definitely gave a huge boost of 

confidence as we had only been practicing for three months.  The audience and other dancers 

from all different styles supported each individual group, therefore making us feel welcome at 

our very first live performance.  The Wincanton Youth Group would just like to mention how 

grateful we are towards our choreographer Abi Brant for devoting her time towards us to help 

produce such an enjoyable dance.                                                             Rachael Starks, Year 11  

Congratulations go to Jess Potter, Year 10, recently took 

part in a Cross Country event held at Montague House, in 

which she came 3rd.  She then went on to the next round at 

Taunton Racecourse and finished 6th.  This meant that she 

was then selected to represent Somerset at the English 

Schools Cross Country Championships which were taking 

place in Loughborough on Saturday 21st March.  She 

travelled up with the rest of the Somerset team on the 

Friday and this gave her the opportunity to make new 

friends.  It was a lovely sunny day, she had a fantastic time 

and finished in the top 200!  

Congratulations also go to Charlie Martin, 

Year 7, who also took part in the first two 

rounds, in an event for his year group.  

He finished 1st at Montague and 26th at 

Taunton.   



 

 

Science Week   

 Year 10 Rugby  

During the week, 

students took part in 

various science and 

engineering challenges 

such as óreading 

coloursô, flicking 

cornflakes and building 

bridges.  There were 

also two competitions 

for students to enter: 

óDarwinôs discovery 

from another planetô 

and óScientific 

discovery/invention of 

the futureô.   

King Arthurôs rugby teams enjoyed plenty of 
success this term. Year 10 won their inter schools 
tournament held at Kings School, Bruton defeating 
Preston, Holyrood and Huish on the way. 
Organised  ably by Joe Bridger and Richard Kirby 
tries were scored by Gareth Cadwaladr and Joe 
Bridger en route to the final. The final was a real 
team effort  with Matthew Phillips and Will Smith 
tackling bravely 
and the speed of 
the King Arthurôs 
team eventually 
proving too much 
for Huish. In the 
qualifying rounds 
the team also beat 
Bucklers Mead 
and Wadham. 

Red Nose Day   

We held a non-uniform day to raise 
money for Comic Relief.  Students made 
cakes to sell at break and lunchtimes.  
Some students did other various fund 
raising activities including collections 
and a sponsored silence.  In total we 
raised £650.00 for good causes.  Well 
done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

Badminton Gets Better!  

Badminton continues to thrive at King 
Arthurôs with our KS3 and KS4 boys not 
only winning the area finals but then 
going on to become County Champions 
at SCAT in Taunton.  This took them 
onto the regional finals (one step away 
f rom the  Nat iona l  F ina l s  in 
Nottingham).  Alas the opposition 
proved to be too strong with a number 
of England players in the opposition.  
Nonetheless the day proved to be 
wonderful learning experience for all 
those present. 

We have just been advised that we 
have been awarded Badminton 
England Premier School Standard 
status.  Thanks must go to Mr 
Dwyer for all the hard work he 
puts in on our behalf.  

John OôRourke, Graham Hutchings, 

Frank Boyce, Joe Wakelam  and Alastair 

James 

 
Year 7 Girls Make Football History  

For the first time ever King Arthurôs girls indoor football team made it through to the ESFA 
South West regional rounds at Torquay.  They won the area finals at Yeovil College beating 
teams from all over South Somerset. At Torquay they acquitted themselves well losing out to 
teams from Swindon, Bristol and Exeter. A big thank you must go to Di Vincent who managed 
and coached them to their successes. 

 

 

Netball  

Years 7 ,8, 9, 10 and 11 

netball teams have 

played several fixtures 

this term, Year 10 

drew against Sexeys 15

-15, Year 8 Won 

against Ansford 6-4, 

Year 9 lost to 

Holyrood 6 -5, but they 

won 8 - 5 against 

Stanchester.  Our new 

Year 7 team have made 

g o o d  p r o g r e s s ,   

recently playing in a 

triangular tournament 

at Stanchester. They 

lost to  Holyrood 4 -3 

and drew against 

Swanmead 4-4. 


