
 

 

KS3 Girls and KS4 Boys having won the County 
Badminton Championships now progress through 
to the South West Regional Finals at Exeter 
University in early March.   

Neither team lost a game as they set Wells Leisure 
Centre alight with their enthusiastic and dynamic 
play.   

Both squads train with the County Badminton 
Teams and now hold their breath as they prepare to 
meet some England players in the next round. 

Mr Dwyer says that both these teams have a very 
good chance of progressing to the National Finals at 
Centre Parcs, Nottingham, in April.  

King Arthurôs became an Academy School six years 
ago, the first in Somerset and one of only a few in 
the South West which means that we are a Centre of 
Excellence for Badminton.  The schoolôs biggest 
success is Stuart Rowlands who is now an England 
International Player.  
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In this issue  

Thank you to our Sponsor  

Graham Hutchings, Sean James,                 

Mike Brook and John OôRourke 

Jenny Naylor, Claire Goodson,               

Helen OôRourke and Lauren Armson 

If you would like to sponsor the next edition of 
Excalibur, advertising your business at the same 
time, please contact the school (see back page for 
email and phone number).  It costs £50 per edition, 
goes to over 440 families and is also circulated 
around the townsô public buildings. 

This yearôs competition was won by Abi Butt , a Year 7 student who is very keen on 
cooking.  She produced dishes that contained produce from her own family farm.  
Connor Dicker, last years winner, came a close second.   

Abi was presented with a food processor as her well earned prize.  Both candidates 
were entered into the Rotary Club Young Chef Competition held at Sherborne Girls 
School in January.  Abi was the youngest 
contestant in the competition and came 4th 
overall, despite stiff competition from girls from 
Leweston School as well as Sherborne Girls.  
Both students should be proud of their 
achievements and we wish them the best of luck 
for this years competition to be held in October.  

The 2011contestants:  Abi Butt, Katie Phillips,                           
Connor Dicker and Patrick Nugus  

Winner of King Arthurôs Young Chef Competition 

County Champions at Badminton once again  
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Photograph by Callum Cook, 7GM 

Congratulations to Years 10 and 11 who have 
recently had their latest module test results. A 
very special well done to: 

Michael Brook, Samantha Sutton, Callum 
Aptakre-Davis, Alastair James and Daniel 

Lockey who achieved 100% on 
one of their modules, and to 
John OôRourke who achieved 
100% on 2 of his modules. Keep 
up the hard work!  

Ms Vanden-Heede 

A photographic gallery of 
student work is set to be 
inaugurated during the next 
few weeks, complementing 
the already extensive Art 
Gallery of student work 
currently displayed in many of 
the communal areas of the 
school. 

As part of the Art & Design 
curriculum, our students have 
been encouraged to take 
photographs both as a means 
to record events and as a 
medium of artistic expression.  
The students have responded 
with vigour and there are now 

many digital titles stored, containing such work.  

The worldôs population of the 21st century has 
witnessed a vast increase in exposure to the various 
forms of digital media.  Technology to record is now 
quite affordable and digital communication near 
instant, therefore it would seem appropriate that this 
expressive recording tool should have a prominent role 
in the contemporary curriculum.  

Initially, 11 professionally mounted photographs, each 
500x700mm in size will be permanently displayed in 
the school hall.  There are plans to exhibit further 
photographs, some as large as 1350x2000mm in other 
areas of the school. 

Each student whose work is exhibited will be 
encouraged to provide a written description giving 
contextual information as would be found in a 
photographic journal or gallery.  

King Arthurôs hockey superstars visited 
Wembley Arena on the 30th January 2011 to 
watch the top 
indoor hockey 
teams in 
E n g l a n d 
battle it out 
with a place in 
Europe up    
for grabs.                
Although a 
long day, the experience was amazing and 
summed up by KA superstar Lauren Armson 
ñThey are all so good, the ball is played so 
quicklyò.   

Bowdon Hightown's Women and East 
Grinstead's Men overcame some top quality 
opposition to win the 2011 Super Sixes National 
Indoor Hockey Finals titles in front of an 
amazing crowd of nearly 5000 people at 
Wembley Arena. 

We saw Bowdon Hightown's dramatic 9-8 
penalty strokes victory over Reading in the 
Women's Super Sixes Final, and West Sussex 
side East Grinstead beat 
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e ' s 
Beeston 8-5. Despite 
their loss KA supported 
Beeston throughout the 
afternoon, after being 
informed that their top 
goa l  scorer  T im 
Davenport was Mr Ellowayôs ex teammate. The 
girls saw England and GB Internationals, and 
were fortunate to get signatures from both the 
Male and Female England Squads, and of course 

Mr Ellowayôs 
friends in high 
places!! The girls 
left wanting their 
own indoor team, 
so they can add to 
t h e i r  s u c c e s s 
playing outdoor 
hockey! 

 

Science Exam Results  

Hockey at Wembley  

Photographic Gallery  

Photograph by              

Lauren Feast, 10JH 

Are  you aware of our community website, Wincanton 
Window, full of news and information about our town 
and lots of school news?  Check out the KA page! 

www.wincantonwindow.co.uk  



 

 

The students 
who attended 
the trip to 
Oxford had a 
very good and 
well spent time! 

The trip was to teach us about University life at 
Oxford and in general, the advantages and 
disadvantages of going. The social side and the 
learning side of Oxford were both big parts of the 
day.  
 
We started off the day by taking a quiz about what 
we already knew about Oxford. We found out that 
many of our assumptions were very wrong, such as 
they have a Quidditch team which seems a very fun 
way to spend time! After the quiz, we were split into 
groups and had a talk from two Oxford students, 
one of which used to be a student at KA. We found 
out that life at Oxford isnôt all exams and lectures, 
but it has a very good social life. There are more 
than 400 Student Societies from Beer Tasting to 
Squash!  
 
We had lunch half way through the 
day in the Exeter College Hall, which 
was far bigger than our dining room! 
Over lunch we spoke to our guides 
about our favorite subjects and what 
they thought of Oxford.   The Natural 
History Museum was a big part of the 
day. We listened to a talk from an 

expert at the museum and 
had a chance to hold a 
cockroach. Admittedly, this 
was not a big hit! Then we got 
the chance to take part in a 
photographic competition by 
running around the area and 
trying to get pictures of what 
it said on the sheet. For example, we had to ask 
many a bearded man to have a photo with them and 
the competition also involved us trying to jump on 
bikes which didnôt go down well with their owners! 
 
Overall the trip was very enjoyable and very useful 
to help us decide whether we would like to attend 
university or not.  

    Jonti Allinson -Epps, 10NS 

Aspirational trip to Oxford University  

 

MUSIC  

Christmas Concert  

The concert took place on 
Thursday 9th December in the 
school hallða fabulous evening 
of lovely music and featuring 
students from across the school 
including a Year 7 Singing Group 
performing ñI Gotta Feelingò and 
the newly developing Big Band 
playing ñStop the Cavalryò and 
ñWinter Wonderlandò.  A 
particular highlight was the 
choir performing ñMercyò by 
Duffy which was completely 
accompanied by Year 11 GCSE 
students. A truly joyous 
occasion! 

Carol Service  

On Wednesday 15th December 
the school musicians all trooped 
down to the Church to rehearse 
for the Carol Service that 
evening.  This tradition was 
started again last year after a 
long break. I t  featured 
congregational carols and items 
performed by the school groups.  
Katie Phillips gave a lovely 
performance on the piano and 
almost the whole Blackmore 
family turned up to perform a 
medley of carols.   Special thanks 
go to Martin the Church 
Organist who gave up his time to 
help free of charge. 

GCSE Music Conference  

Ten GCSE Music students 
recently visited London to attend 
a music course which talked 
about  how to  improve 
compositions and how to answer 
questions in the listening exam.  
It also went in to the details of 
how compositions were marked 
and how to make a good choice 
for performance pieces. 

G & T Music  

On 17th February there will be a 
workshop for Gifted & Talented 
musicians who play in the 
Orchestra and Quartet or who 
have piano lessons.  They will be 
getting advice on performance 
skills from 3 musicians from the 
Bristol Ensemble and at the end 
of the day will be giving a short 
concert.  All are welcome to 
come along at 6pm to listen to 
the results. 

Starting on Thursday lunchtimes 
after half term, there will be Drop -
In sessions run by a team of 
Minsters, from the various 
Churches in our community, along 
with a member of the church 
community.  One Church will 
conduct sessions for one half-term 
and then another for the next. Students can attend 
individually or in groups.  Topics covered can 
include bereavement, RE Homework, bullying or 
faith issues. They will be CRB checked. 

Chaplaincy ñDrop Inò 



 

 

Congratulations to the Year 7 & 8 Sports Hall Athletics Team who 
competed in the County Round on Monday 31st January at Strode 
College and finished runners up out of 5 other schools in Somerset.  

Special mention goes to Harry Walters, Jonathan Hill, Lauren 
Armson, Rebecca and Charlotte Fudge who were all 
asked to represent Somerset in Torquay on Saturday 
5th February.   All five athletes won all of their events. 

Well done! 

 

Three out of the four King 
Arthur's teams that 
entered in the South East 
Somerset Hockey League 
reached the finals this 
year! 
 
Year 7 , led by captain 
Abigail Butt, topped their 
group and beat Sexeys in 
the semi-final 3 -1. The 
final was a close fought 
contest between Holyrood 
and KA. The game could 
have gone either way and 
even with their home 
astro experience, Holyrood were kept at bay by girl 
of the match Evelyn Adams in goal. After being 2 
goals down the KA girls raised their game and 
scored to create a nail biting finish. Unfortunately 
the girls ran out of time, but finished a good 2nd 
place from 8 teams in the area. The girls look a good 
prospect for next year with many already now 
training indoors.  
 
Year 8 have not lost a game of hockey since 
arriving at the school in year 7! They always looked 
one of the favourites to reach the area finals and did 
so easily topping their group without conceding a 
goal! Local rivals Sexeys provided the opposition in 
the semi final at Chard. KA despatched their 
opposition with ease, not allowing Sexeys into their 
half once! KA scored 4 goals, with two coming from 
Jemma Bridgwood (Year 7). Special mention must 
also go to Rowena Young from Year 7 who also 
assisted the Year 8's.  High after brushing aside 
Sexeys, KA regrouped and were raring to go against 
Gryphon school in the Final.  

The girls stuck to plan set 
by Mr Elloway, and 
attacked with speed and 
width, whilst defending 
narrow. The team effort 
was immense and a real 
strength of this team. 
Abigail Butt (Year 7) 
distributed the ball well 
in midfield, to in form 
Al ison Jeans and 
Hannah Paddison who 
created havoc down the 
wings. Holly Austin 
scored a brace to beat 
Gryphon 2-0 and claim 

the well deserved South East Somerset Hockey Title. 
Captain Betony Coleman will be keen that the girls 
take the opportunity to train indoors over the next 
few weeks ready for their County Somerset semi-
finals coming up!!  
 
Finally the Year 10 girls also reached their 3rd 
finals in as many years! Captain Holly Thomas, 
rounded her troops for a tough game against the 
private school and eventual winners The Park. 
However the girls only lost by sudden death golden 
goal after a 0-0 game in normal time. This team 
have never played so well with every player giving 
110%. Special mention must go to players of the 
season Holly Thomas, Vicky Gilbert and Poppy 
Skipper who were the heart 
beat of the team, providing 
countless opportunities. 
Although a disappointing 
result the girls can hold their 
heads high as one of the best 
teams at their age group. 

Hockey goes from strength to strength  

King Arthurôs 
Community School 
is looking to host a 
s k a t e  p a r k 
extravaganza in the 
Summer Term as 

well as a Zumba fitness class on a 
Saturday morning for Motherôs 
and Daughterôs.  

Zumba is an 
exciting new 
e n e r g e t i c 
dance class 
that is proving to be very popular 
all over the World right now. Visit 
www.zumba.com for more 
information.  

 

Sports Hall Athletes are County Winners  
 

Summer Term  



 

 

Throughout the week of 17th to 21st 
January Years 7,8,9 and 10 all took part 
in the British Heart Foundation 'JUMP 
ROPE' sponsored skip. Students had 
two challenges, how many skips they 
can perform in a ten minute time frame, 
or they could complete the hard 
challenge of 2012 skips in a session. 

136853 skips were performed by 
students and staff by the end of the 
week. 

Jenny Naylor (2452 skips), Jess Stocks, Summer Hall, 
Lauren Armson, Abi Butt, Jemma Bridgwood and Mrs 
Creed (Maths Department) all performed 2012 or more 
skips, a fabulous achievement!! 

Many groups of students completed the 2012 challenge 
together and I would like to thank them all for their hard 
work. 

Sponsorship money is still being collected, so if you have 
not yet sponsored 
someone for the event 
there is still time to do 
so, and if you have any 
outstanding money 
please hand it in to 
finance as soon as 
possible. 

Miss Woodrow 

On Tuesday 2nd 
February we were 
visited by two 
'STOMPERS' from 
t h e  f a m o u s      
s t a g e  s h o w 
STOMP.  Stomp is 
a performance 
show based on 
creating sounds 

with rhythm and timing using unusual objects such as 
brooms, dustbins, chairs, even radiator pipes and our own 
hands and feet. 

Year 7 and 8 gifted and talented music students took part 
in a fun and challenging workshop culminating in learning 
a rythmic routine with dustbin lids.   The second session 
saw 28 students from Dance and Music in 
Years 9, 10 and 11 learn a series of sequences 
using dustbins, their hands and feet, and 

radiator pipes.    

The whole day was exciting 
and the students had a good 
insight into the world of 
these top performers. 

On the 19th January schools all over the UK 
were taking part in a World Record Dance 
attempt set up by the Schools Sports 
Partnership. 56 Year 8 Girls from King 
Arthur's took part by all performing the 
same dance routine simultaneously starting 
at the same time as all other participants 
around the country.   The starting time was 
twenty to twelve in 
recognition of the 2012 
London Olympics.   Well 
done to all the girls who took 
part.  

World Record Dance 
Attempt  

British Heart Foundation Skipping 
Jump Rope Fundraiser  

Stomp Workshops  

The Science Department 
took 48 students to the 
Dominion Theatre, London 
to GCSE Science Live.  All 
had an absolutely fantastic time and were 
inspired by the talks from prominent 
scientists such as Brian Cox, Richard 
Dawkins and Jim Al -Kalili , and the 
Guardianôs óBad Scienceô columnist, Ben 
Goldacre .  The students also benefitted 
from advice from a chief examiner for 
Science, who gave them lots of tips about 
exam technique and gaining as many marks 
as possible during Science exams.   We are 
already looking forward to next yearôs event 
and the debate about whoôs talk was the 
best is still being fiercely fought. 

GCSE Science Live Trip  



 

 

On Wednesday 19th January Giles 
Abbott, a storyteller who has worked 
with the school before, joined Years 10 
and 11 for a morning of storytelling.  
Giles told stories from different cultures 
and traditions and explained how many 
parts of the world have the same or 
similar stories to tell.  His stories were funny, dramatic and 
at times even a little rude! 

Gilesô talent was further shown when he asked for help from 
the audience to build up a new story from scratch.  The  
ideas given by the audience were varied to say the least and 
led to two very bizarre stories! 

Next, it was the students turn  to pull together a story in 
groups, following Gilesô framework.  This caused a great deal 
of laughter and a strange mix of characters, settings and 
problems arose.  I was very impressed with the students who 
were prepared to stand up in front of their year group and 
perform with very little preparation time ðwell done! 

Giles proved to be real live entertainment and has also 
hopefully provided Year 10 and 11 students with the stimulus 
for some creative writing work.  

As requested by many students, here is Gilesô website: 
 

                      

Rachel Reid 

Story Teller Visit  

On Thursday 27th January all of Year 8 
assembled in the hall to take part in a role 
play with Mr Page. Year 8 students have 
been studying the English Civil War in 
their lessons. In the hall the students were 
told to act like they were in the Civil War 
itself.  

The children were 
taught how to march 
and how to fire a 
pretend musket. In 
the lesson Mr Page 
brought in a pike. Mr 
Page was dressed in 
full fighting gear that 
the Pike Men were 
meant to use whilst 
fighting.  
 
Year 8 were split in 
to two teams and 
went to war with 
each other.  
 
While Mr Page was 
s h o u t i n g  o u t 
instructions, each 
child had a number 
and one by one by 

one they fell to the floor like they had been 
shot. All the students enjoyed their own re
-enactment of the English civil war.  
 

by Charlie Fudge & Emily Arnold  
 
Mr Page is involved in a 17th century 
battle re -enactment group and needs all 
the equipment to take part.  

Year 8 History  

King Arthurôs students became involved in 
the fight to save Milborne Port Library by 
attending two meetings at Milborne Port 
Primary School. 

At the meetings our students were able to 
challenge the decision made by local 
Councillors regarding the pending cuts.  At 
the second meeting, David Heath, our 
local MP, fielded questions from Year 8 & 
9 students. 

 

MP David Heath 
pictured with  
Tom Crossley, 
Georgia Breddy, 
Lauren Copland, 
and Nick Brook  

KA Students fight to save 
Milborne Port Library  

www.gilesabbott.com/traditional -storytelling  

To celebrate National Poetry Day in October, students 
produced their own poems around the theme of óHomeô.  
You may well have read many of our entries in the last 
edition of Excalibur!  

Well, we have just heard the news that 12 students will be 
having their poems published in a new poetry anthology 
titled óPoetry MattersðPoems from Englandô.  So a BIG well 
done to Rhiannon Griffiths, Asie Jakubowa, 
Catherine Parker, Holly Turk, Samantha Hurlow, 
Hollie Biss, Lauren Armson, George Heal, Abi Butt, 
Frank Higgins, Matthew Callard -Weller and Clare 
Ashford . 

But it doesnôt end thereðthe 12 entries are now on to the 
next stage of the competition where individual and school 
winners are being judged.  I will keep you posted! 

We will receive a copy of 
the poetry anthology 
later in the year so be 
sure to keep an eye out 
for it in the Library!  

 

Rachel Reid 

National Poetry Competition Success  

http://gilesabbott.com/


 

 

 

Dear Students 

Hello from Abu Dhabi!  Let 
me tell you what school is like here... 

The school day begins much earlier in Abu 
Dhabi.   School buses collect students before 7 
am and take them to school.  Secondary school 
begins at 7.50 am.  Each school is required to 
raise the UAE flag every day and play the 
National Anthem.   In some schools students 
line up in the playground while the National 
Anthem is being played and are dismissed to 
tutor groups when it is finished.     
 
The curriculum is similar to that in King 
Arthur's but the topics are more relevant eg. 
desert landscapes, tourism in Dubai.   All 
students must study Arabic until the end of 
Year 10, even students from the UK.  In 
addition, all Muslim students must study 
Islamic Studies and be taught in Arabic.  PE is 
not taught in mixed groups - boys and girls 
have separate teachers and separate lessons. 
 
The school day ends at 2.30 pm; some students 
go home, others stay for activities.  Sport is 
very popular here especially football, cricket 
and golf.  Just like students at King Arthurôs, 
students here will go home, do their 
homework, play on the computer, watch TV 
and look forward to another day at school 
tomorrow!  
 
Home communications are different to the UK.  
All incoming mail goes through a PO Box and 
it is collected from there, allowing the 
censorship department to eliminate any 
inappropriate or unsuitable materials.  On the 
internet certain sites are blocked by the 
Government, such as Skype.  The only TV 
channels are subscription channels, there is no 
BBC1 or ITV equivalent.   

Shopping is not a problem as there are quite a 
lot of UK and European stores here like Next, 
Monsoon, M & S, Debenhams, and IKEA - and 
plenty of fast food outlets - such as KFC, 
Burger King and Pizza Hut!  
 
It is winter in Abu Dhabi at the moment 
although the temperature doesn't usually drop 
below about 15 degrees.  During the day the 
temperature can be 20 -25, warm enough to 
go to the beach or swim in the waters of the 
Arabian Gulf.  
 
Best wishes,  Tamra Bradbury     Al Bateen School 

Postcard from 
Abu Dhabi  

Describe yourself in 3 words:                                                                   
Caring, Friendly and Happy  
Favourite food:  Curry  
Favourite place:  Mauritius  
Favourite film: I like a good Sci-Fi 
Marmite: Love it or hate it?   Love it!  
These questions were posed by 
9AF:  
1. What did you want to be when you 
grew up? An Archeologist  
2. What subject did you most like at school? Biology  
3. What subject did you least like? Geography  

4. Do you have a favourite hobby? I 
collect antique honey pots and like 
gardening.  
5. Do you have any pets?  Yes, one cat 
who is 17 years old that is black and 
white and called Maisy.  And four 
chickens! 

The Staff Interview: Mrs Pyke  


