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Well where did the three and a half years go?  Hong Kong, 
Wincanton and now Abu Dhabi!  

She arrived and we were a ñsatisfactoryò school and on her 
departure we are a ñgoodò school.  Could one person have such 
an impact?  Well, yes she did.  How?  By bringing challenge, 

rigour, pace and a new monitoring and evaluation system to the school. 

It has not been an easy journey ï financial constraints being the biggest 
concern.  The students nicknamed Tamra ñMary Poppinsò, not because she 
could fly around the school but because of the range of umbrellas she has. 

Tamra worked tirelessly for the school and all the hard work has paid off.  The 
many changes we have seen are increased examination results, new lockers, 
two new lifts plus more photos of students around the 
school than ever before and the Excalibur magazine.  The 
Library, Dining Room and changing rooms have been 
revamped and we now have a Flexible Learning Centre.    

We all wish Tamra well in her new post as she jets off 
around the world to interview people for her new school.  

A personal message from Tamra:  

It has been a privilege to be Headteacher at King Arthurôs and I 
want to thank everyone for their kind words and good wishes for 
the future.  

What an immense pleasure it has been to know and work with 
staff, students, parents, governors and partner Primary Schools.   I 
will look back on my time here with fond memories.   King Arthurôs 
is a very special place and I am confident it will continue to go from 
strength to strength under the leadership of Mrs Wilkes.  

Best Wishes and a Happy Christmas to you all.  

We love bringing all the news from school to you in Excalibur but with budget constraints and the rising 
costs of printing we are offering an opportunity to local businesses to sponsor an edition of Excalibur for 
£50.00 which will contribute towards our production costs.     In return we will include a 
banner on the front cover and a quarter page advert on the back.   

An edition goes home to approx 440 families, plus staff, and copies are circulated around the 
town, including the Doctorôs surgery, Library and Town Hall.  If you would like to take 
advantage of this opportunity please contact Emma Harrison at the school.   

Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunity  

by Marcus Hunt  

Take,  

A person snoring,  

A loud rain -filled cloud 
rumbling,  

For his voice 

 

Take,  

The roughness of a brick, 

The pink of a grapefruit,  

For his skin  

 

Take,  

The snorting of a car 
starting,  

The glisten of brown mud,  

For his nose 

 

Take,  

The blue of the sky, 

The roundness of a ball, 

For his eyes 

 

Take, 

The wiggle of a snake, 

The swirl of a corkscrew,  

For his tail  

 

 

 

 

How to Make  
a Pig  

Farewell to Tamra Bradbury  



 

 

From left to right:  Jessica Potter, James Barwick, Ben Hamblin, Lucy Clark, Richard Kirby, Rute Pereira Nolasco.                     

(TOP: Matthew Wiles and Rosie Prebble)                                                                          Pictures: John Baxter for Wincanton Window  

On Thursday 25th November, 
Students, Parents and Staff got 
together to celebrate the successes 
of all their hard work and be 
presented with their examination 
certificates. 

Mrs Anna Groskop, the South 
Somerset District Councillor for 
Bruton and Wincanton, gave a 
speech congratulating everyone 
on their achievements.  Mrs 
Wilkes, Deputy Headteacher, read 
out the names of the prize winners 
and Mrs Groskop presented  
certificates and trophies. 

James Barwick received The 
Community Award, given by 
Strode College.   

Richard Kirby was awarded the 
Top Student award, given by 
Yeovil College. 

Ben Hamblin won Best Male for 
Academic Progress and Rute 
Pereira Nolasco won Best Female, 
awarded by Yeovil College.  
Jessica Potter won the Tracey 
White Award for Sporting 
Achievement and Lucy Clark took 
the Sian Stump Badminton 
Award. 

T h e  R o s i e 
Prebble Award 
for Effort was 
presented to 
Matthew Wiles.  

Year 10 Catering 
& Hospitality 
students made 
canapés for the 
reception before the ceremony. 

Also in attendance were Mayor 
Richard DôArcy and his wife Gill, 
both of whom are former King 
Arthurôs students. 

Low over the school grounds hovered a 
strange sight and as it got lower and 
lower the whirl of propeller wings could 
be heard, and with that a Royal Navy 
helicopter landed on the school playing 
fieldsðin fact right in the middle of the 
school rugby pitch!   

Mrs Creed rushed to the rescue of two 
naval pilots and offered them tea and the 
use of a telephone.  The gear box had 
defaulted on the helicopter and a back-
up team were sent for.  Three hours later 
the helicopter rose majestically into the 
sky.   

A very nice letter arrived two days later 
thanking us 
f o r  o u r 
hosp i ta l i t y 
and short 
use of the 
rugby pitch.  

An unexpected visitor  

Class of 2010 Awards Evening  

S o m e r s e t  W a s t e 
Par t nersh ip  (SWP) 
organised a competition 
to raise awareness around 
recycling and composting. 

They received 50 entries 
from pr imary and 
secondary schools in 
Devon and Somerset, and 

the winning entry from a Somerset Secondary school was 
from King Arthurôs!    The participating schools had a ton of 
Viridor produced Revive compost and seeds delivered.  
Entrants had to grow their own vegetables and show recipes 
and ideas for eating their crops, and keep a scrapbook 
showing them digging, growing, cooking and eating their 
produce. 

Our Year 9 PreVoc group were judged the winners and the 
school was given £200 worth of gardening vouchers.  
Pictured above are Jamie Crow, Chris Bright, Jack Amor,  
Asie Jakubowa and Caroline Sprake.  Also involved were 
Ricardo Alves and Alana Caswell. 

ñDig It, Grow It, Cook It, Eat Itò 
Somerset Competition Winners  



 

 

On Wednesday 24th November the 
whole of the Year 7 participated in 
a street dance workshop to raise 
money for the Lepra charity. Every 
year King Arthurôs supports the 
charity to raise money to help cure 
leprosy. The Year 7 group had a 
visit from the charity three weeks 
before to raise awareness of leprosy 
and help promote the event. All of 

Year 7 including tutors Mrs Mesarova, Mrs Morris and Head of Year 
Mr Elloway took part in an energetic street dance choreographed by 
professional dance instructor Jools from Bridgwood, to the Black 
Eyed Peas óBoom Boom Powô song. 

As £21 is all it costs to cure one person with leprosy; those students 
who raised that amount received a leprosy T-shirt. 12 students 
exceeded this target, and earned themselves a T-shirt including 
Tutor Mrs Mesarova. However not to be outdone by her tutor 
Jemma Bridgwood raised a staggering £44.15. Headteacher, Ms 
Bradbury, was pleased to hear nothing but positive comments from 
Louise Woolacott who praised the Year 7s behaviour, 
attitude and enthusiasm whilst supporting the charity. 
KA have already raised over  £540 beating last years 
total and envelopes still to be handed in! 

Students at King Arthurôs have broken all records 
this year for fundraising for this charity event ð

totalling an amazing £1075 !  

In addition to money being raised  
at the usual Mufti day lots of 
i nd i v i du a l s  r a i s ed  m o ney 
themselves: 

@ For a cake sale: Lauren Copland 
9AF, Georgia Shylan 9PR, Megan 
Waters 9MC ï £17.05 
@ For  sponsored s i lences: 

Caroline Sprake  9MC ï £54.55; Katie Smith 
9MC ï £9.15; Sophie Sprake 9AF ï £47.30; 
Katie Davis 8ACð£50;  Lily Higgins 8ACð 
£185.65; Georgina Sutton8ACð£23.55; Bridie  
Pirie 8MRð £44 

@ Naomi Boyes 8ACð£20  

@ Tutor group 8AC - £42.47 

@ Levi Edmed-Kellaway 9MC & Corrine Foot 
9MCð £20.81 

@ Megan Cadwaladr 8JG ï dressed up as a mouse 
£14.42 

 

Report by Lauren Armson, 8JT:  

Four pupils were chosen to represent King Arthurôs 
in Morrisons; the store were holding a Children In 
Need fund raiser. Each participant cycled or went 

on a rowing machine for 15 minutes each. The aim 
was to see how far we could get on the map of 
England, in the hope that participants during the 
day would travel the length of the country.  

The King Arthurôs students that took part were 
Jonathon Hill, Emily Shylan, Rowena Young and 
Lauren Armson between the students and Mr 
Elloway they exercised for 1hour 37 minutes and 
they covered the distance 33.91km, they raised a 
considerable amount of money for a good cause. 
Jonathon Hill cycled a staggering 9.2km in 15 
minutes on the bike, smashing the previous store 
record, and Mr Elloway and his competitive spirit 
achieved the furthest distance over 10 kilometres.  

Children In Need ðRecord Amount Raised  

As part of the national Anti -
Bullying Week in November the 
school ran itôs annual competition 
to  raise awareness about anti-
bullying in cyberspace. 

A number of entries were whittled 
down to two: Katie Lockey in Year 
11 came first and Michael Duckett 
in Year 7 was second. 

Katieôs entry was in 
the style of a 
Japanese manga 
comic, which she 
hand drew and 
edited.  In true  
manga style the book 
is read from the back page to the 
front.   Her entry won her an iPod 
Nano.  

Michael made a DVD and won a 
place on the trip to Twickenham. 

 

Lepra Appeal  
 

Anti -Bullying 
Competition  



 

 

ñWhat a marvellous occasion 
and wonderful atmosphereò 
everyone commented upon 
leaving Twickenham after 
seeing England beat Samoa 26-
13.   

Fifty students and staff set out 
early to make the most of a fun-
filled Saturday.  Two hours 
later we were in the hallowed Twickenham stadium with 
70,000 other supporters.  Lots of Mexican waves, singing 
and ñSwing Low, Sweet Chariotò saw an entertaining game 
with the correct result for all that watched.   

Mr Dwyer commented ñOne of the nicest groups of students 
he has taken on a sports trip, they were a credit to the 
schoolò. 

My trip to Twickenham, by Matthew Callard -Weller  

This was my first ever school trip with King Arthurôs so I 
was very excited.   

When we got to Twickenham we were allowed to go and 
wander around the outskirts before we entered. After a 
while we entered the actual stadium where we got some 
food. At 2 oôclock we found our seats and at half past 2 the 
game started; it was so exciting.  At half time we had a pit 
stop then waited for the 2 nd half. Then when the 2nd half 
started it was England with the advantage.  The final score 
was England 26 Samoa 13.  Then it was the journey back to 
school.  Time well spent is what I say!  

 

Trip to Twickenham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 7 students were asked to 
participate in the Samaritanôs shoe box 
appealðthe worldôs  largest childrenôs 
Christmas project.   

Last year almost 1.2 million boxes were 
sent to children who need them most in 
some of the toughest parts of the world.    

Pictured here are Jessica Brewer and 
Sophie Slade who were busy during the 
Parent/Tutor Consultation day wrapping 
the parcels and raising money to 
accompany the boxes to help cover the 
costs of transporting, shipping and 
distributing the boxes.  

Operation Christmas Child  

This years 
o v e r a l l 
winners were 
the ñCandy 
Girlsò: Jess 
Chamberlain, 
K a t i e 
G i t s h a m , 

Rachel Baker and Emily Shylan 

In second place for overall performance 
was Vinnie OôShea for his breakdancing 
routine.  

Other winners were:  For ñBest Overall 
Choreographyò First Place Grace & 
Georgia Shylan; and in Second Place 
FORGET YOU  Chloe Baker, Georgia 
Breddy, Lucy Byrne, Katie Chamberlain, 
Beth Lucas, Chloe Summers  

For ñBest Year 7 Costumesò ï THRILLER 
Leah Taylor, Sophie Slade, Clare Ashford, 
Sarah Stocker Harding, Maddy Hearne 

For ñBest Year 8 Costumesò ï FAME Mia 
Donovan and Hollie Biss 

3rd KA Dance Competition  



 

 

On the 17th October 
2010 King Arthurôs 
Community School 
Greenpower Racing 

team competed in the Greenpower 
Formula 24 national final. We raced 
against 73 other teams and came a 
respectable 37th.  In the 4 hours we raced 
we did 35 laps which totalled 84 miles. 
Although it was a long day we had a great 
time. The only downside is that we had to 
be at the school by 6:45am! Before the 
race we had to put the car into 
scrutineering which basically means it 
had to be tested before it could race. As 
always a very tense moment but once 
again our brave little veteran (it was the 
cars 10th race) made it through with very 
few problems. 

ñI had a great time and got to drive for 20 
minutes. I managed to overtake some 
cars although we did not stand a chance 
against the faster cars. At first it looked 
like we where going to have a very high 
mileage but unfortunately as I was the 
last driver the batteries where very low 
and they ran out towards the end, losing 
us several laps and leaving me stranded 
on a very big hill.ò Adrian Druzdz  

Despite the batteries failing towards the 
end of the race, we managed to get some 
superb lap times out of the car and in the 
process beat many teams that had been 
seeded higher than us. We again finished 
as one of the top Somerset teams. 

We are intending to build a new car for 
the 2011 season which will have a much 
lighter body, hopefully making it faster 
and more aerodynamic. The reason for 
building this new car is that the race 
regulations have changed thus meaning 
our car will need to have a much lower 
ground clearance to be able to race. 

 by Mitch Tucker  & Adrian Druzdz  

Badminton & Spinning for Parents and Children  
 
Due to the excellent uptake of 
the Saturday morning breakfast 
club for parents and students of 
King Arthurôs Community 
School for Badminton and 
Spinning, we have now secured a 
regular slot with Wincanton 
Sports Centre from 9am-10am to 

play badminton and also to spin from 10am-11am. 

The cost of badminton will be £1.50 and Spinning will cost 
£4.80 for a parent and 
student. 

The Saturday morning club 
will start from 8 th January 
and run through to 2 nd April.  
If you and your child would 
like to attend and work off 
some of those Christmas 
mince pies why not join us? 

Holly Thomas (10JH) pictured here 
on her horse Axel Folie in action at 
the October half term holiday 
competition where the team was 
placed 4th. 

Lucy Carnell, Lauren Gillard and 
Holly represented the school in an 
inter schools show jumping competition at the Half Moon 
Stud at Motcombe where they were placed 4th.  This was a 
great achievement as all the other schools had teams of 4 
riders.  Sadly Katherine Rolls was unable to compete as her 
horse had had an accident the previous weekend. 

 

More Equestrian Success  

Saturday Morning Breakfast Club  

As part of their 
GCSE practical 
coursework Year 
1 1  s t u d e n t s 
planned, hosted 
and cooked for 
the ñMamma Miaò film night.    It was a fantastic evening and 
well supported by staff and parents.  The students worked 
very hard and they were all pleased with 
their efforts and the guests were delighted  
with the quality of the Greek -inspired 
menu.  Mrs Flynn, their teacher said ñIt 
was an excellent first GCSE catering 
projectðwell done to you allò. 

   GCSE Catering & Hospitality Event  Greenpower National 
Final 2010  



 

 

On Friday 22nd October 40 King Arthurôs students 
and 20 Sexeyôs students embarked on a long trek 
to the Rhine in Germany.  They were all musicians 
off on their music tour to give two concerts and 
visit some of Germanyôs tourist attractions.   

The two schools first worked together on their 
Paris tour of 2008.   All the students worked well 
together to perform some great pieces of music 
including ñStar Warsò, a waltz by Strauss and the 
well known ñWonderful Worldò.  There were some 

high quality soloôs given by the Sexeyôs GCSE Music students as well as 
lovely performance given by the King Arthurôs String Quartet and Folk 
Group.   

During their stay in Germany the students visited Beethovenôs house in 
Bonn, the Fantasialand theme park and Wincantonôs twin town of 
Lahnau, where as well as giving the concert the 
students were taught to play Handball by the German 
pupils.   Everyone arrived back safely in Wincanton on 
27th October.  It was a really successful trip and it is 

hoped that the 
German 
students from 
Lahnau will 
be able to 
make a return 
visit in the 
summer next 
year. 

This yearôs trip took place on 
Tuesday 9th November.   

When we arrived in London 
we went straight to the 
Victoria & Albert museum for 
a look at the many interesting 
exhibitsðthe kind of place you 
can lose yourself in.  

Leaving the museum we 
walked to Kensington High 
Street for some shopping and 
tea, after which we headed 
back for the concert and 
listened to some incredible 
performances by school 
children across the countryð
they were really inspiring!  

Schools Prom Trip 
2010  

                                          Music at King Arthurôs 

                              Germany Trip  

Following a performance and workshops (four given in all) by KA students to our Partner Primary schools  
Wincanton, Our Ladyôs, Milborne Port and Charlton Horethorne, on Friday 26th November all the 
students learning Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet, Sax and Violin came together to put on a concert.   

The parents of the Primary students were invited to a short concert to listen to their children playing a 
simple piece with some help from the KA students.  Also performing were Bruton primary school 
Orchestra and small ensembles from Upton Noble.  The groups had the afternoon to rehearse then they 
had a tea provided by the GCSE Catering students. 

The concert opened with a few words of wisdom from Charles Hazlewood, the well known Conductor and 
BBC music broadcaster, and the whole show ended with all the 
students performing ñWhen the Saints go marching inò. 

Miss Fletcher hopes that we will be able to get more primary 
students learning orchestral instruments and she cannot heap 
enough praise on the students who came out to the primary 
schools with her.  They made it all possible and were incredibly 
patient and calm with the young people.  Thanks to Holly Austin 
and Matt Lingard (Trumpet), Lorna Blackmore and Connie 
Higgins (Violin), Katie Phillips and Betony Colman (Flute), Peter 
McCarthy and George Parry (Saxophone), Tilia Colman 
(Clarinet) and Henry Wacey and Jonti Allinson Epps (Guitar).  

Primary Schoolsô Music Workshops & Concert 



 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Harry Walters, Marcus Cook, Harry Woolway  

Congratulations to Harry Woolway , Harry Walters 
and Marcus Cook who have been successful in 
being selected for the Yeovil District Area football 
team.  The trial was attended by over 50 boys from 
the Yeovil Area and a special mention to Harry 
Walters who was spotted by Yeovil Town Football 
Club Youth Academy Coaches at one of the trails 
and is now training with Yeovil on a Thursday 
night.    Good Luck Harry!!!  

CAS Week 2011: Monday 
18th ðFriday 22nd July 

Open to Years 8 -11 

A fabulous trip is being planned 
for CAS Week by Mr Tinsley 
and Mr Wright.  Flying via 
Bristol airport the trip will 
include hotel accommodation 
and tours of the city of Barcelona, including 
architecture by Antonio Gaudi, La Sagrada Familia 
Cathedral, Barcelona FCôs Camp Nou stadium (the 
third largest in the world).  Also the chance to visit 
Figures, the birthplace of Salvador Dali and the 
Dali Museum.  If possible there will be visits to the 
coast to swim, the Muntanya Montserrat to see the 
12th Century Black Madonna statue via cable car 
with amazing views of Barcelona and the coast 
from the top of the mountain.  

If you are interested please see Mr Tinsley for a 
letter with more details.  The total cost is estimated 
to be around £500 to be paid in full by May 2011. 

Cultural Tour of Barcelona & 
North Eastern Spain ðJuly 2011  

Describe yourself in 3 words:                                                                   
Tall, Blonde, Slim  

Favourite food:  Christmas Dinner  

Favourite place: The Orkney Islands  

Favourite film: The Great Escape 

Favourite hobby: Phoning heating engineers in the 
middle of the coldest November on record 

These questions were posed by 7GM:  

1. Why did you choose to work as a teacher? 
Because I was fed up of living in London.  
2. Why did you choose the subject you teach? 
Because I like volcanoes. 

3. Would you like to be a Head Teacher? No. 
4. Do you enjoy your job?  What is the best and 
worst bit?  I do enjoy my job.  The best bit is 
coming in in the morning and the worst bit is 
going home.  I think thatôs the right way round.  
5. If you could change something about the school, 
what would it be?  The heating system! 

The Staff Interview: Mr Page  

This half term has seen lots of Sports Hall Athletics 
in the Sports Hall for both Primary and Secondary 
Schools. Friday 12th November saw the Year 10 
sports leaders organise and run their first 
competition for many of them - a really good day 
with athletics coaching in the morning organised 
and a competition in the afternoon. Wincanton 
Primary School were the overall Winners and went 
on to compete in the next round of the South East 
Somerset Partnership, which KA hosted on 16th 
November.   

  
On 23rd November KA 
hosted the Year 7 & 8 
sports hall athletics 
competition, again 
organised and run by 
the Year 10 Sports 
leaders.  KA were the 
eventual winners on 
the night beating 

Stanchester, Oakfield Middle School and Huish 
Episcopi. King Arthurôs now go on to represent 
South East Somerset at the County stage at 
Taunton in January.   Well done to the winning 
team from Year 7 + 8 which included: - Jonathan 
Hill, Harry Walters, Rebecca Fudge, Charlotte 
Fudge, Lauren Armson, Rowena Young, Jemma 
Bridgwood, Maddie Gratton, Ollie Godbolt, 
Callum Cook & Dan Howell. 

Sports Hall Athletics  

Year 8 District Football  

Terence Miles, Student in the 1970ôs 

 

@ Fantastic school discos (with music from Slade, 
Bowie and other odd groups from the time)  

@ Lunchtime with the table monitor dishing up 
the food to everyone on the table and having 
what was left! 

@ Football in the playground, played with a 
tennis ball until the bell went  

@ I was Captain of Yellow House in 1974 

@ My year was the first to use the new ROSLA 
building (English block) - we were so proud to 
have such new facilitiesðI hope it is still in 
good order! 

Memories of a Former Pupilé 



 

 

King Arthurôs Community School 
Visit www.kingarthurs.org.uk                Telephone 01963 32368                              E-mail office@kingarthurs.org.uk  

There will be a March production of 
Joseph & His Amazing Technicolur 
Dreamcoat. If you have  any unwanted 
blankets, material or sheets we can use 
as costumes for this production please 
send them in after Christmas.  

December  
16th   Senior Citizenôs Christmas Party 
17th  Break for Christmasðfinish 12.40pm 
20th Dec ð3rd Jan  CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  
 

January  
4th   INSET DAY  
5th   Spring Term begins for students  
17th  Strode College Year 11 Open Evening 
20th   Year 11 Parents Evening 
21st  FOKAS ñHollywoodò Ball 
24th  Yeovil College Information Evening  
 
February  
3rd  Years 9, 10 & 11 UK Maths Challenge 
  Year 9 IMPACT Parents Evening 
7th   Year 10 Yeovil College Parents Eve 
10th  Year 9 Parents Eve/Options Evening 
14th   Deadline for Year 9 Options Forms 
16th  Year 11 Photos 
17th  Gifted & Talented Music Performance 
21stð25th  HALF TERM  
 
March  
3rd  Year 10 Parents Eve/World Book Day 
9th  World Maths Day 
10th  Music Recital Evening 
11th   National Science Week begins 
14th  Year 11 Chemistry Trip 
15th  Year 11 Netball Festival 
18th  Year 9 Yeovil College Taster Day 
22nd   Yeovil College Interviews 
24th   Year 7 Parents Evening 
29th  Year 10 & 11 Strode College Open Eve 
31st  FOKAS Quiz Night 
 
April  
7th  World Health Day  
8th   INSET Day  
10th   Ski Trip leaves for Italy 
11thð25th  EASTER HOLIDAY  
 

End of Term Arrangements  
School closes at 12.40pm on Friday 17th 

December.  Buses will run early.  

Dates for your diary  

Production of Joseph  

mailto:office@kingarthurs.somerset.sch.uk

