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Exam Success!  

The hard work of last yearôs Year 11 students 
and staff paid off as another good set of 
GCSE examination results was celebrated 
this year. Nearly 62% of students achieved 
five or more A* - C grades.  

There were exceptional performances from 
Richard Kirby, who has achieved twelve 

GCSEs with 8 A* grades and 2 A grades and Hannah Symes-Davidson 
also achieved twelve GCSEs, with 6 A* grades and 5 A grades. Other top 
performing students include Chester Lewis, Ben Hamblin, Joseph 
Morley, Jessica Potter, Emily Sherry, Shula Harvey, Ashley Merritt and 
Catherine Pinkawa.   

All students left school achieving at least one GCSE qualification or 
equivalent this year. 

King Arthurôs School was successfully re-designated as a specialist sports college 
this summer, and its past successes in this field were continued this year. The 
school enjoyed 100% pass rates in GCSE PE, BTEC Sport and BTEC Dance. 
Other courses achieving 100% pass rates included OCR National IT, Biology and 
Statistics with Physics at 96.7% and Chemistry at 90%. 

There were outstanding results from Year 10 students sitting GCSE Statistics a year early.  All 
students achieved top grades - 10 A*s and 11 A grades.  The school is also very proud of Year 9 

students, Max Padfield and Kerry Guppy who achieved the 
ASDAN Bronze Award. 

Ms Bradbury said: ñI congratulate all students on their 
academic achievements, and wish them every success in the 
future. I would also like to praise those students who 
excelled in the arts, sports, vocational learning and 
community service during their five years at King Arthurôs 
School.ò 
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In July we had the pleasure of two former 
students working in school for two weeks as part 
of the Student Associates Scheme. 
 

John Blackmore left KA and took A levels in 
Maths, English, French and Geography, going on 
to University where he is completing a English 
BA (Hons) degree.  
 

Kassandra Remfry-Peploe took A levels in 
English, Popular Music, Philosophy and Fine Art 
before she took a degree course in English & 
Creative Writing.  
 

Whilst in school they took time to talk to and 
answer questions from Year 
9 students about to embark 
on their GCSE coursesð
describing to them what it is 
like to be at University and 
what is involved in 
embarking on a degree 
course. 

Craig Zimmerman, who left 
King Arthurôs in 2009, has his 
sights set on Judo gold in the 
2012 Olympics.  Craig, from 
Milborne Port, took up the 

sport of Jujitsu (a martial art) when he was 7 
and is now in the Great Britain team.   
 

This month he will be taking part in the 
World Martial Arts Games in Las Vegas, 
after which he has his sights set on 
transferring his skills to Judo to make him 
an Olympic contender.  Craig says ñThe skills 
I have learned from Jujitsu are easily 
transferableò.  He trains with the Bushido 
Martial Arts Club and receives one-to-one 
support from Yeovil College.  While at King 
Arthurôs Craig was a Profile Student 
Ambassador and a National Student 
Ambassador as well as a Young Ambassador 
for the Olympics.  

Olympic Hopeful  

Former King Arthurôs StudentsðWhere are they now?  

Student Associate Scheme  

Did you know that some KA Students that 
left us in the summer of 2008 are in the top 
8% of the country for achieving the new A* 
grades at A level? 

James Phillips got 3A* and 1 A and will be 
going to Exeter College, Oxford to study 
Physiological Sciences (after leaving KA he 
went to Bishops Grammar School, 
Salisbury).                                                                             

Will Foers will shortly be starting at UCL to 
study Medicine (went to Sixth Form, Sexeys).    

Steve Fuller - 2A* and 1A - took an Art 
Foundation Degree at Strode and will follow 
this with an Honours Degree in 
Photography. 

Hannah Freeman - also went to Strode now 
going on to study lawé 

If you have some news about an elder 
brother or sister and how they have 
done since leaving KA we would love 
to know for future editions.  

Class of 2008  

Craig Alcock, who attended KA from 
1999 to 2004 is now well-known 
locally having become the  Captain 
of Yeovil Town Football Club.  

In the 2005ï2006 season Craig was 
awarded a first team contract at 

Yeovil Town.  He made his first team debut as a 
substitute away at Gillingham  in the final league 
match of the 2006ï07.  He can play anywhere in 
defence, but is happiest as a right back. After 
making a breakthrough and challenging for the 
number one right back slot in the 2007ï08 
season, he became a regular starter in the 2008ï
09 season.  

On the 7th May 2009 Craig signed a new 2 year 
contract with Yeovil Town and subsequently 
made Captain and has blossomed 
with the extra responsibility.  Craig 
came to KA in July to present this 
yearsô annual Sports Awards.                  

Pictured with Andrew Vickery and Mr Golden at 
KA Sports Presentation Evening, 2010 

Football Captain  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeovil_Town_F.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gillingham_F.C.
http://img.skysports.com/09/05/218x298/Craig-Alcock-Yeovil-Town_2281319.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the summer major 
works were carried out to 
accommodate two disabled 
access lifts, these were 
installed to improve access 
around the school for 
students and for use by the 
wider community in the 
evenings and at the 
weekend.  We demolished 
Mr Lemonôs classroom which 
has stood on its present site 
for over 50 years, this sort of 
building is usually only 
expected to last for 20 years! 

The disruption was huge and 
a week before opening it was 
hard to see how we could be 
ready on time, but hard work 
from our contractors meant 
we were finished just in time. 
We are delighted with the 
results and the new access 
facilities greatly enhance the 
school building.    

D Dolling,  

Site Manager  

 

 

Summer Works  Year 9 Graduation ðJuly 2010  

On the 20th July a special ceremony was held in the PEC to 
celebrate Year 9 students successes and achievements and mark 
their transition into the Upper School from this term.  The 
Mayor of Wincanton, Richard DôArcy, accompanied by his wife 
Gill, presented the Awards and Certificates together with Head 
of Lower School, Mrs Fuller.  Mr DôArcy has long links with King 
Arthursðboth he and his wife attended the school, followed by 
his children and his grand-daughter has just started in Year 7. 
 

All students received a 
certificate to show 
t h e i r  K S 3 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  
f o l l o w e d  b y 
certificates for those 
students who had 
attained Level 7s in 
three subjects, and 
more for those 
students who had 
attained a Level 8 in a 
subject. 
 

There then followed the presentation of Subject Awards.  The 
following students received an award for Achievement: Matt 
Lingard (English), Lauren Feast (Maths), Lester James 
(Science), Adrian Wrzesinski (Art), Milly Troke (DT), Holly 
Thomas (Languages), Mitch Tucker (ICT), Sean Jefferies 
(Humanities), Tilia Colman (Music), Stacey Fowler (PE), 
Charlotte Stokes (Curriculum Support).  And for Effort, Connor 
Dicker (English), Josie Hannam (Maths), Fabricio Silva 
(Science), Stacey Fowler (Art), Tommy Hamblin (DT), Hayley 
Rolfe (Languages), Bethanie Cook (ICT), Luke Wagland 
(Humanities), Bethanie Cook (Music), Harry Coates (PE), Kerry 
Guppy (Curriculum Support) were awarded.   Finally, 
Community Awards were presented to Lauren Feast, Matthew 
James, Vicky Gilbert, Sara Kostrzewa and Lewis Trigg. 
 

ASDAN Bronze Awards were awarded to Kerry Guppy and Max 
Padfield. 

Music News  

Summer Concert  A beautiful summers evening 
on the 8th July and the school hall was packed for a 
fantastic concert.  Students performed from all years, 
contributing to a concert full of variety and talent.  Ms Bradbury 
commented that it was perhaps the best and most enjoyable con-
cert yetðwell done to all those involved.      

The Folk Group go from strength to strength and were invited 
to play at The White Lion in Bourton for a mini music festival on 
24th July, performing beautifully and were invited back by the 
pubôs landlord who was very impressed with their talent. 



 

 

Our second CAS Experience in July proved very successful indeed.  The activities were many and varied in 
both type and location.  The response of the students and the positive feedback received was very 
gratifying to all the staff.  As Co-ordinator, I would like to thank all staff for their support and in particular 
the team leaders who worked beyond the call of dutyðwhat an educational experience for all!  
                Deryck Lemon, CAS Week Co-Ordinator  

What a fantastic three 
days everyone said!  
The Millenium Wheel 
and trip on the 
Thames, an overnight 
stay at Kingston 
University then a tour 
of Twickenham and 
the highlight of the three daysða tour 
behind the scenes at Chelsea F.C.  This 

was followed up by a 
day roller -blading, 
swimming and dry 
slope skiing.  An 
ñawesomeò learning 
experience said Mr 
Elloway, and all the 
Year 8 girls are now 
Chelsea supporters! 

Mr Dwyer  

CAS Week     CAS Week     CAS Week     CAS Week     CAS Week  

 

Leisure & Tourism  

A small group of KS3 girls were given the opportunity to take 
part in a range of activities that 
were aimed at broadening their 
knowledge and experience of 
Natural Beauty treatments and 
mindset.  The students made 
their own lip gloss, hand cream 
and bath bombs from natural 
ingredients, supplied by Nealôs 
Yard of Covent Garden, and made 
boxes. 

They were treated to a beauty treatment, including facial/
nails/eyes/brows by Wincanton Beauty Salon ñEssence of 
Beautyò; a demonstration and 
workshop of 3 hours from Nealôs 
Yard and a Pilates session. 

The girls all had a great time and 
learned a huge amount about 
natural beauty.  Thank you to Ms 
Platt, Mrs Flynn and Mrs Creed for 

running the activity . 

Natural Beauty  

 

Other Activities  

Fishing at Todber                                        
by Kai Miles, 8ST  

I had a good time.  I had fun.  I caught a 
fish.  I liked it when I caught a fish.  We 
used maggots and 
sweetcorn for bait.  
We threw fish food 
and bread in to the 
water to trick the 
fish into lunchtime.  
Shane taught me 
how to cast my line.                                                                                                     

 

Casting off and some of the great 
catches 

 

Gone Fishing!  

Mrs Morris & Miss Fletcher took a group 
to see the West End production of 
ñWicked ò.  When they returned to                                    
school they made costumes, learned some 
of the songs and performed them at 
Carrington House. 

Mr Cobbin took students fossil hunting on the 
Dorset coastline.  

Mr Thompsonôs group of Model 
Makers also enjoyed a day at Monkey World or 
Bovington Tank Museum. 

Miss Woodrow and Mr Reid took 17 students on a 
camping  and activity adventure  in Staffordshire  

Back at school, students were involved in felt and                  
bead crafts , creative writing and journalism .  

Some of our students were spending their week in 
Rome ðmore of this in the next edition of 
Excalibur!  



 

 

The students 
were slightly 
apprehensive 
when they 
met for the 
R o o k i e 
L i f e g u a r d 
c o u r s e .  
Would they 

enjoy it? Could they do everything they 
needed to do?  Would they pass it?   

The sessions were a mixture of water 
and dry land instruction and the 
students had to work particularly hard to 
learn the basic safe ways to enter the 
water; swim in clothes; tread water; float 
and help someone in difficulties.  The 
dry side elements covered first aid and 
resuscitation. 

Friday was assessment day and amid 
some nervousness, the students 
demonstrated what they had learned 
over the three days.  I think they rather 
surprised themselves.  Ten students 
passed the entire course and one, who 
was unable to do all three days, passed 
the first aid part.  

It was a lovely way to end the term; the 
students went home with a real sense of 
achievement.       Mrs Chant  

Rookie Lifeguard  

CAS Week     CAS Week     CAS Week     CAS Week     CAS Week  

The weather was goodðwhat a surprise! - compared to last 
year.  Over the three days we engaged in the lovely Somerset 
countryside and for many of the students this was a new 
experience. 

The Wednesday walk on the Mendip 
Hills was varied and spectacular.  We 
rambled from Charterhouse (Velvet 
Bottom) down to the Black Rock area 
and climbed the ridge of Cheddar 
Gorge.  After the usual ñIs it far?ò the 
group settled well where  good spirit 

pervaded and continued for the rest of the week.  The views 
were brilliant, especially whilst having lunch.  Cheddar Caves 
were a pleasant experience for the students and new to many, 
considering how close it is to us. 

On Thursday we went to the Holford area of the Quantock 
Hills with a new addition ðmy dogðand he enjoyed the day 
with everyone else.  It is really pleasing to see students see a 
sense of achievement after competing a quite difficult walk in 
woodland and open moorland, some students proved to be 
very helpful and kind to others and was appreciated by all. 

We enjoyed a pleasant last 
day, journeying from King 
Alfredôs Tower back to King 
Arthurôs, fortunately, mostly  
steadily downhill!  A big thank 
you to all the staff who 
supported our three days.                   

D Lemon                                  

Outdoor Adventures  

At the end of the summer term, Year 10 students spent 1 to 2 weeks in a work placement of their choice, 
forming part of the national programme to help consider potential career choices.  The placements 
included retail, service industries,  leisure, beauty, education, farming and manufacturing.  It was a highly 
successful two weeks and many employers were impressed with the high levels of commitment and 

maturity shown by the students.           Miss Finnegan . 

Work Experience  

I went to GKN Aerospace, on Lysander Road in Yeovil, for a two week placement.  They 
are an international company, who manufacture aeroplane parts and helicopter frames 
for customers such as Boeing and Westland Helicopters. I had managed to get a week 
each in two areas of the company, health and safety and the IT department.  On the 
first day I was warmly welcomed and was set to work right away.  I was under the 
charge of Paul Loveridge.  First of all he set me a task out on the shop floor, which is 
where all the building of the parts is completed.  This gave me an overview of how the 
company worked and the layout of the building.  During this first week, there was a 

routine fire drill, which is very different to a school one!  The second week I was with the IT dept and Peter 
Darton.  This work was more office based.  I was shown how to completely set up a new computer, ready 
for office use and how their óHelp deskô system works. Overall, both of my óbossesô were pleased with me 
and one even said that, if I came back after school, theyôd be willing to give me a job there! To top off a 
great two weeks a barbeque was held, on Friday afternoon, served by the Managing Director himself.                                                              
                    Michael Brook, 11TI 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bbc.co.uk/somerset/content/images/2005/02/01/cheddar_gorge_350x240.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bbc.co.uk/somerset/content/ecards/cheddar_gorge_ecard.shtml&usg=__A-Hjcw4qqVoiLeSg3y92AVRKyCE=&h=240&w=350&sz=26&


 

 

 
 

On the 5th July Mitch Tucker, Tommy Hamblin, 
Jay Coles and Adrian Wrzenski went to Yeovil 
College to compete in a Robotics Competition.  
They were set a series of challenges that 
included building and programming their very 
own Lego robot which then had to travel 
through several courses to gain points.  Overall 
they came 4th out of 13 teams with a respectable 
score of 300 pointsðjust a few behind 3rd place.
           Mr Reid  

Robotics Competition  

Verrington Hospital Centenary  

 

Verrington Hospital is celebrating itsô 100 years. 
 
The school is proud to 
support the event by 
displaying studentsô art 
work in the foyer.  
 
The fete celebrating 
this event is on 
S a t u r d a y  1 1 t h 
September, from 11am 
until 4pm.  
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with and 
supported the Fete back in Julyðin the end 
we didnôt have to compete with an England 
match in the World Cup but we still had 
plenty of football inspired prizes to keep the 
football spirit going.  The fete raised £1038. 

 
We are holding another Car 
Boot Sale on Saturday 25th 
September,  from 10am-1pm.  
To book a pitch please call the 
school office on 01963 32368 in 
school hoursðthey cost £5.  
Refreshments and the best 

valued bacon rolls around will be on sale to 
keep you going throughout the morning.  Free 
entry to buyersðcome and bag yourself a 
bargain! 
 

Later in the term, on 
December 2nd, we will be 
holding a Christmas Bingo 
Evening.   On January 21st 
is our very popular Ball ð
this year the theme is 
ñHollywoodò.  Tickets will be on sale after half 
term.  
 

We have some new recruits on the team but 
are always keen for as many on board as 
possibleðwe meet about once each half term 
to organise the events.  In addition we always 
need volunteers to help with refreshments at 
concerts, open evenings and at eventsðif you 
can offer any time please call the school and 
speak to Emma Harrison. 

 

The parents on the Friends of King 
Arthurôs committee have been 
trialling a new scheme which will 
enable parents to access student 
information from their home 

computer.  You will be able to see reports, 
attendance information and check address 
and telephone numbers are correct.  We are 
hoping to roll this out to all parents who want 
to use this at the end of the trial. 
 

Also in the early testing phase is a 
system to notify parents of 
important information, such as 
the schools closure due to bad 
weather, by text message. 

Friends of King Arthurs  

All Students, Staff and 
Friends are invited to 
submit a favourite 
tried and tested recipe 
for a KA Cookbook to 
be printed in time for 
Christmas.  Please 
drop it in the box in 
Reception as soon as 

possibleðthe closing date is 24th September. 

 

King Arthurôs Cook Book 

Great newsðtwo of our students 
have been successful in School 
Artistsô latest competition True 
ColoursðAlison Jeans and Holly 
Austin, both in Year 8.  Their work 
will be published at the end of 
November in True Colours. Well 
done girls!                                         Ms. Mesarova 

 

Art Winners  



 

 

Sports Day this year, from the 31st 
Juneð1st July, was great! 

The weather wasnôt too hot so 
people didnôt melt.  Unfortunately 
the ground was really hard and 

horrible, but this didnôt stop the students and staff 
enjoying two days of fun-filled sports  
Volleyball, Football, Softball, Kabbadi and Dance were 
just some of the 65 sports we had 
this year.  Everyone was positive 
and smilingðeven with the 
competitive tutors!  When the 
results were announced on the 1st 
July, Year 10 (new Year 11) were 
surprised to hear that there was a tie between first 
placesðTI and VG were the first tutor groups to ever 
come joint first place.  It shocked Mr Tinsley to think  
his tutor group could win, after four years of losing!  

The Year 7 winners were ACðyou 
knew they were going to win as 
their tutor bribed them.  Year 8 
winners were CW, and in Year 9 
it was JH.  But everyone left the 
grounds with their heads held 
high. 

 

Good news, this year as there were a huge number of 
record breakers: 
 

Javelin   Year 7ðAlison Jeans 12.28m, James Hunt 17.3m 

  Year 8ðKatie Smith 14.9m 

Long Jump  Year 7ðCharlotte Fisher 3.78m, Mark Hill 4.1m  

  Year 8ðTim Carrol 4.29m  

  Year 9ð Holly Thomas 3.77m, Callum Spencer  
   4.2m, Matt Lingard 4.2m  

Triple Jump  Year 7ðLauren Armson 5.65m,  Marcus Cook  
   6.0m 

  Year 8ðKate Richards 5.1m, Nick Brooke 9.0m 

  Year 9ðBecky Norton 6.9m, Matt Lingard 9.0m  

High Jump  Year 7ðKatie Chamberlain 1.1m, Jonathan  

   Hill 1.3m  

  Year 8ðGeorgia Shylan 1.1m, Ellie Farrell 1.1m 

   Matthew Weaving 1.4m  

  Year 9ð Katherine Rolls 1.16m 

Shot Putt Year 7ðJulia Blackmore 5.9m, Harry   
   Walters 9.0m  

  Year 8ðSammy Smith 6.0m, Claire Goodson  
   6.00m,  Andrew Butt 9.4m  

  Year 9ðVicky Gilbert 6.6m, Matt Britton 9.6m  

 

Well done everyone!     Sian Lovell, 11DK 

Record Breaking Sports Day  

Sports College News  

Eight Students have been identified as 
showing leadership potential and have 
been invited to a residential camp at 
the end of September, along with stu-
dents from other schools.  The stu-
dents are Adam Marsden, Lauren Arm-
son, Harry Woolway, Harry Walters, 
Charlotte Fisher, Matthew Gilbert and 
Ciro Vitello.  We look forward to hear-
ing about their weekend in the next is-
sue of Excalibur. 

Jonathan Hill, 8AC, continues to have 
athletics success!  After a good 
athletics season for KA in the Summer, 
Jonathan has since represented 
Somerset and the South West of 
England.  He remains unbeaten at 
800m for his age group.  One to watch! 

More Athletic Success  

We are pleased to say that we have 
been re-designated as a Sports College.  
Following our ñGoodò Ofsted 
inspe c t i o n  an d  a  r i g o u r o u s 
reapplication process, we received a 
letter from the DCSF to say that we will 
continue to receive funding as a Sports 
College for another three years.   

The areas that most impressed our 
Adjudicator was our Badminton 
Academy status, the uptake of 
participation in extra -curricular sports 
and the way the Sports College 
impacted on the ethos of the school not 
only in examination results but also 
the raised self-esteem of the students 
and the way they proudly spoke about 
their school and sport available in it.   
Director of Sport, David Dwyer said 
ñThe Sports College is not going to rest 
on its laurels and is adding more new 
sports for Septemberðwatch out for 
Fencing, Spinning and Kabbadiò. 

Sports College  
Re-designation  

Gifted & Talented 


